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Dear Sir/Madam:

This letter is submitted on behalf of the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA, or
“the Order”), the largest and oldest Italian American fraternal group in the United States. | am
“Special Counsel” to the Commission for Social Justice (CSJ), the anti-defamation arm of the
Order and have been tasked by John A. Fratta, the CSJ Chairman, to address the tragedy that
occurred in New Orleans in 1891, when 11 innocent Italians were savagely lynched in and about
the Orleans Parish Prison.

Purpose of Letter

The purpose of the letter is to draw your attention to the outlandish coverage of your paper
directly after the lynching, and, more specifically, the outright egregious and highly offensive
editorial of March 16, 1891. This is discussed below in detail. | am confident that after you read
this presentation letter and attachments you will each agree with this proposition.

The New York Times has never issued an apology or a retraction for their coverage and editorial
position. We request that your paper do so now, by printing “retraction” and explanation of
apology on your “opinion page” within a reasonable amount of time upon receipt of this letter.

| submitted a “Letter to the Editor” on March 31, It was not published. On April 16% |
communicated with Diane Brayton, the Executive Vice President and General Counsel of your
paper. By way of an email to me from David E. McCraw, the VP and Deputy General Counsel of
your paper, | was informed to express our opinion by submission to the general submission
address for same (opinion@nytimes.com) and by calling a general mailbox for an apology
request (1-844-698-6397). These communications are included in ATTACHMENT 1.

| chose not to take those directions and am submitting this letter to the body.

Endorsements

This letter, however, is not singularly submitted; rather, this submission is comprised of a
coalition of major, national Italian American organizations, local New Orleans Italian American
organizations, and other associated groups interested in this matter. | note that given more time,
there would have been many more “endorsements.” The list of endorsements and endorsement
letters are contained in ATTACHMENT 2.

Underlying Issues: New Orleans: March, 1891

On March 14, 1891, an organized mob of thousands stormed into the Orleans Parish Prison and
killed eleven of the prisoners, all Italian. Most were beaten to death by clubs, two were hanged
(one on a lamppost; another from a tree). By victim count, it was the largest lynching in
American History [NOTE: “Lynching” is used here as defined by the NAACP. To qualify as a
lynching a group of people must act under the pretext of retribution. The intent to right a

2



presumed wrong is what separates a lynching from a race riot. Blacks were lynched in far
greater numbers than Italians throughout the years, but the single instance of lynching by victim
count occurred on this date in New Orleans. See: Vengeance, Violence and Vigilantism: An
Exploration of the 1891 Lynching of Eleven Italian Americans in New Orleans, Caitlin Kennedy,
Oxford, May, 2018.

In the late 1800s, there was a general anti-Italian sentiment in our country as a massive wave of
immigrants from Italy arrived in this country. At the same time, there were cities such as New
Orleans, which enjoyed the influx of men who filled an economic void. Emancipated slaves had
moved north and there was a great need for men to work the farms and plantations. With that
backdrop, what had played out in 1891 became one of the saddest, and cruelest, times for the
United States, leaving a stain on the fabric of Italian American relations, setting back the Italian
American community many years.

After New Orleans Police Chief David Hennessy was murdered by a group of men on October 15,
1890 outside his home, there was speculation and innuendo that “the dagoes” killed him. This
led to a widespread arrest of hundreds of Italians upon no legal or other evidentiary bases.
Nineteen men were ultimately charged with his murder and two trials were set for the
group. The first trial resulted in none being found guilty, yet all of the men were remanded back
to the Orleans Parish Prison on trumped-up charges.

A series of books, journal articles and reviews have suggested with a degree of substantial
certainty that the investigation, arrests, trial and aftermath of the subject criminal
proceedings were filled with baseless legal foundations, illegal maneuvers, vengeance, and,
ultimately, mob rule. To many in the New Orleans community, it was clear that “justice”
had not been delivered and there were some who decided to handle the issues in their own
way.

On March 14, 1891—within a short time after the verdict---a mob of thousands was
organized by the political and legal elite of the city, including city officials and the
Mayor. Ads ran in the papers inviting the public to meet at a designed location and to “come
prepared for action.” The mob was supplied with weapons and led blocks away from the
early morning “meeting site” to the Orleans Parish prison.

The mob hunted down their victims inside the prison and lynched them. The details are
contained in the preeminent work, Vendetta, The True Story of the Largest Lynching in U.S.
History, by Professor Richard Gambino, which book formed the basis for a 1999 movie by
the same name. Yes, this terrible ordeal was little known outside the New Orleans vicinity.

On March 15, 1891 The New York Times contained a story at page one, entitled, “CHIEF
HENNESSY AVENGED.” It detailed the heinous actions of the mob, offering no criticisms of
the mob rule or murders. See article: ATTACHMENT 3.

On March 16, 1891, The New York Times contained an Editorial, reading in part:
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These sneaking and cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of bandits and
assassins, who have transported to this country the lawless passions, the
cut-throat practices, and the oath-bound societies of their native country,
are to us a pest without mitigations. Our own rattlesnakes are as good
citizens as they..These men of the Mafia killed Chief Hennessy in
circumstances of peculiar atrocity...Lynch law was the only course open to
the people of New Orleans to stay the issue of a new license to the Mafia
to continue its bloody practices.

See Editorial: Attachment 4
See list of those murdered: Attachment 5.

While the New York Times supported the mob rule, not all papers did so. The Sun, another New
York paper at the time, had an opinion far different from the Times.

“[The Sun] was highly critical of both the city of New Orleans and its people. It suggested
that the city, not the federal government, should be responsible for paying reparations to
the family [of the victims]. Furthermore, the Sun slammed the citizens of New Orleans,
noting other incidents when lynch mobs caused problems in the city and lamented the
fact that the same city could potentially be the cause of an international crisis...[and
ulnlike the New York Times the Sun did not [print] any sweeping racial generalizations
that faulted all Italian immigrants.”

SEE: Vengeance, Violence and Vigilantism, Caitlin Kennedy

All of this rhetoric and anti-Italian sentiment led to local, then national, and then
international consequences, including the involvement of the Italian government and the
recall of its Embassy in the United States. Italians were shunned just because of their
heritage. Many ltalians were so uncomfortable in the New Orleans region, they moved to
northern cities where there were close friends or families. Those who stayed faced ridicule
and discrimination.

A sham of a Grand Jury was convened in New Orleans to investigate the lynching, resulting
in no charges and no arrests. No one was ever convicted of the crimes. Despite the
horrendous conduct of the New Orleans government and their complicity in these crimes,
the City never offered an apology and no one was held accountable. Likewise, the New York
Times has never retracted its remarks or editorial to date.

The abhorrent story of this tragedy seemed to have fallen through the cracks, as it was hardly
discussed, reported on, or brought up as a subject to address. This changed when the topic
was included in a CSJ agenda item, where the board quickly and vehemently decided that
some action was needed.



The Mayor’s Apology

A few months ago, | was tasked by the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy’s anti-defamation
arm, the Commission for Social Justice, to request the current Mayor of New Orleans, LaToya
Cantrell, to issue an Official Proclamation of Apology. She not only agreed, Mayor Cantrell
herself presented the Proclamation at an April 12t ceremony at the American Italian
Cultural Center, in New Orleans, in front of a crowd of national Italian American leaders,
descendants of the victims and a hoard of media. The presentation was covered by local,
national and international media outlets.

Mayor Cantrell acknowledged the wrong, recognized the ugly history of this tragedy, and
offered an official apology to the Italian American community. She stated that “What
happened was wrong. We have a shared responsibility to make our city proud.” She
suggested that although history could not be changed, it was important to “acknowledge
the wrongs so that we can grow in the future.” She stated, “No one forced me. | wassimply
asked.” She delivered with courage and conviction.

The Mayor’s speech can be viewed here:

https://www.com/watch?v=HEwKatgmvw&list=PLOdnlqTYbMMolvLkLdU LxCtPepuOQO
ppi

The transcript of the Mayor’s speech: ATTACHMENT 6
The official apology and recognition: ATTACHMENT 7

| learned a few lessons from the ceremony of April 12t:

(1) The City of New Orleans was still suffering from the cloud of the 1891 event, even
some 128 years later. Local historians, retired prosecutors and police enforcement
personnel, and other people deeply involved in this great city told stories of the
account they learned from their parents, who heard it from their parents. It was
apparent that time did not heal this wound.

(2) The issue was not properly or timely addressed. The Italian American groups
became complacent in their own success, and didn’t want to bring up a sore
subject. The “players” were all dead, and the descendants of the victims and
those complicit in the mob lynching were present in the city and conducted
business as usual.

(3) The same people mentioned above sensed a great relief from the ceremony.
The fact that it was conducted in a positive manner and called for healing meant
that it was now time to put this to bed. Prayers were offered from Bishop
Cheri, a local New Orleans Diocese priest, who blessed the ceremony and
offered words of reconciliation, noting that there were descendants from the
victims present in the room.



(4) It wasn’t too late to address the tragedy, only since it was never addressed in a
direct fashion before. For the current Mayor to make the address she did, in
such a dignified manner and to have offered the apologies of the former
administration from 1891 in a formal showing, displayed not only gumption, but
wisdom and understanding.

| was not surprised by the media coverage of the ceremony, which included your paper
running an AP article, and the following representative list:

e Washington Post

e Local NYC media

e CNN

e BBC

e Local NOLA radio, print and media outlets
e (Canadian Broadcast

e French National Radio

e [talian media outlets

e Australian press

My suggestion to your board and editors is to demonstrate the same response.

Some Comments

No one has suggested that the Times would ever have printed such vile words today. Your
paper is the epitome of the press and is held to high international regard. We have decided
as a group that your editorial and executive staff was one of integrity, honesty and fairness,
for otherwise, this effort was to be a complete waste of time.

The Italian American community has been under stress lately due to the attack on our day
of celebration of our heritage, Columbus Day. Along with years of negative stereotypical
media, movies, shows and print degrading our heritage and culture, we realized that we had
become complacent in our own successes.

The notion that this 128-year-old tragedy had never been addressed was symbolic of how
Italian Americans can so easily be victims of abuse, bias and bigotry. Our collective intent is
to ensure that our children and our grandchildren no longer be subject to this.

All of the good people who have signed off on the endorsement letters have been active in
their respective communities, and have acted on behalf of other groups in times of need.
We have realized that we have neglected to defend our own heritage and ethnicity to the
degree and extent that we should.

Request



The New York Times recently apologized for an anti-Semitic cartoon that appeared in its
international edition. That was the right course. Consider reading Kristin Wong’s New York
Times April 22, 2019 article, “No, You Don’t Have to Stop Apologizing,” and then read your
own editorial from November 13, 2016, where your publisher and executive editor reflected
on the then coverage of the Presidential election, noting:

“[W]e aim to rededicate ourselves to the fundamental mission of Times journalism.
That is to report America and the world honestly, without fear of favor, striving
always to understand and reflect all political perspectives and life experiences in the
stories we bring to you. It is also to hold power to account, impartially and
unflinchingly. You can rely on The New York Times to bring the same fairness, and
same level of scrutiny, the same independence to our coverage...”

The article: Attachment 8
The editorial: Attachment 9

On behalf of all of those who have joined me in presenting this letter to you, | humbly
request that in light of the nature of your paper’s coverage of the 1891 tragedy, the long
lingering ramifications and stain that the lynching left on the national Italian American
community, and the failure of your paper to retract, address, or offer an apology to the
Italian American community, your paper print a retraction with explanation and print an
apology for its coverage. | believe that this would be adhering to the principles and
integrity of your paper.

As Mayor Cantrell remarked, “no one forced me to stand up. | was simply asked, and that
is all it takes.” See, ATTACHMENT 6: page 8, lines 12-13.

| do hope that this is the case here.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

ry tr}u& yours,

Michael A. Santo

Special Counsel

Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America
COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

-
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Mlchael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com> Sun, Mar 31, 2019 at 6:50 PM
To: MAS Mmm <attysanto@gmail.com>

Dear Mr. Editor:

On March 30", your paper ran an Associated Press article about New Orleans Mayor LaToya
Cantrell's progressive and brave position in recognizing and apologizing for one of this country's
worst atrocities: the implicit City governmental participation in the lynching of 11 Italian immigrants in
New Orleans in 1891. The Order Sons& Daughters of Italy in America's Commission for Social
Justice appointed me to approach the Mayor's Office several months ago to request an apology.
There was no debate. There was no haggling. The Mayor embraced the idea, assigned a liaison,
and we set a ceremony date for the presentation of an Official Proclamation of Apology on April 12"
at a local Italian American Cultural Center.

What your paper did not address was their own despicable account of the underlying trial and
subsequent murders. A New York Times Editorial of March 16, 1891 contained the following
language:

These sneaking and cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of bandits and assassins, who
have transported to this country the lawless passions, the cut-throat practices, and the
oath-bound societies of their native country, are to us a pest without mitigations...
These men of the Mafia killed Chief Hennessy in circumstances of peculiar atrocity...
Lynch law was the only course open to the people of New Orleans to stay the issue of a
new license to the Mafia to continue its bloody practices.

This tragedy has been a longstanding wound for the Italian American community for 128 years. The
lynching in 1891 was prompted by the dissatisfaction of a group of powerful New Orleans government
officials and businessmen, who felt that justice had not prevailed when a jury had not returned a
guilty verdict against a group of Sicilian immigrants for the ambush murder of the City’'s Police
Commission, David Hennessy, on October 15, 1890.

A series of books, journal articles and reviews have suggested with a degree of substantial certainly
that the investigation, arrests, trial and aftermath of the subject criminal proceedings were filled with
baseless legal foundations, illegal maneuvers, vengeance, and, ultimately, mob rule. At that time, the
press routinely published slanted, biased and damning information about Italian immigrants, leaving
out the fact that there was a power struggle by the mainstay New Orleans business and political
brokers to take back power and control from successful Italian businessmen, especially along the
Mississippi River docks.

On March 14, 1891—within hours after the verdict---a mob of thousands was organized by the
political and legal elite. That mob was supplied with weapons and led blocks away to ultimately
break into the Orleans Parish prison (where the men were illegally held), where the mob hunted down
their victims inside the prison and lynched them. The details are contained in the preeminent work,
Vendetta, The True Story of the Largest Lynching in U.S. History, by Professor Richard Gambino,
which work was the basis of a 1999 movie by the same name.

At that time and today, there was never justification for such evil. Yet, the New York Times opined
that despite the verdict “Lynch law” was appropriate. While the City of New Orleans prepares to

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ecS555afe1 & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/15/2019
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embrzace the past to move forward, it is time, as well, for the New York Times to recognize that it, too,
must offer an apology by printing one on the front page of its paper on April 12, 2019.

Yours Truly,

Michael A. Santo, Esq.
SPECIAL COUNSEL TO THE COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE
ORDER SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA, NEW YORK

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afe 1 & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/15/2019
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{ g mail Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com>

LETTER TO NY TIMES COUNSEL

1 message

Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com> Tue, Apr 16, 2019 at 1:59 AM

To: braytd@nytimes.com
Bcc: jafratta@gmail.com, kevincaira57@gmail.com

Subject: LETTER TO NYT COUNSEL, DIANE BRAYTON

Diane Brayton | Executive Vice President, General Counsel& Corporate Secretary
The New York Times Company 620 8th Avenue, New York, NY 10018
212 556 5995 | braytd@nytimes.com

Diane:

| submit the below proposed OP-ED, not only for publication, but for purposes of submission to you to present
to the NY Times Editorial Board, in line with our request for a printed apology on either the front page or
editorial page of the NY Times.

As Special Counsel to the Commission for Social Justice (CSJ), the anti-defamation arm of the Order Sons &
Daughters of Italy in America (OSDIA)----the oldest and largest Italian American organization in the United
States—I was assigned the similar task in terms of approaching the City of New Orleans (see references in the
below submission) and this, all relative to the 1891 lynching of Italians in New Orleans.

| provide some footnotes for your consideration, including:

« Copy of PROCLAIMATION from Mayor Cantrell, dated April 12, 2019
» Photo from the event

+ List of those murdered

 Partial list of national and international coverage

« YOUTUBE Link to Mayor Cantrell's speech of April 12, 2019

Thank you, Diane. Please let me know if this can get done. We're happy to meet at your office to discuss, if
that's appropriate.

Many thanks,
Mike

Copy:
John Fratta, Chair, NYS CSJ, OSDIA, New York
Kevin Caira, Chair National CSJ, OSDIA, Washington, D.C.-

Michael A. Santo, Esq

SPECIAL COUNSEL TO
CONMMISSION OF SOCIAL JUSTICE
OSDIA

Michael A. Santo, P. C.
3047 Lee Place
Bellmore NY 11710-5035

Cell: 516.551.5503
attySANTO@gmail.com
FAX: 888.501.9612

Admitted to practice in:
New York
Massachusetts

New Jersey

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afe1 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-...
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Of Counsel to:
SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.
ask4sam.net/attorneys/michael-a-santo/

ITALIAN AMERICAN GROUP REQUESTS APOLOGY FOR 128 YEAR ATTITUDE

When, not if, one makes a mistake, one wants to grab that action or words and bring them back, much like a
retraction; however, when the words are printed in a major metropolitan newspaper, it's not so easy...no matter
how long ago.

In the late 1800s, there was an anti-Italian sentiment as to the massive wave of immigrants from Italy to this
country. At the same time, there were cities such as New Orleans, which enjoyed the influx of men who filled
an economic void. Emancipated slaves had moved north and there was a great need for men to work the
farms and plantations. With that backdrop, what had played out in 1891 became one of the saddest, and
cruelest, times for the United States, leaving a stain on the fabric of Italian American relations, setting back the
Italian American community many years.

After New Orleans Police Chief David Hennessy was murdered by a group of men on October 15, 1890 outside
his home, there was speculation and innuendo that “the dagoes” killed him. This led to a widespread arrest of
hundreds of Italians with no legal or other basis. Nineteen men were ultimately charged with murder and two
trials were set for the group. The first trial resulted in none being found guilty, yet all of the men were
remanded back to the Orleans Parish Prison. A series of books, journal articles and reviews have
suggested with a degree of substantial certainly that the investigation, arrests, trial and aftermath of the
subject criminal proceedings were filled with baseless legal foundations, illegal maneuvers, vengeance,
and, ultimately, mob rule. It was clear that “justice” had not been delivered and there were some who
decided to handle the issues in their own way.

On March 14, 1891—within a short time after the verdict---a mob of thousands was organized by the
political and legal elite of the city, including city officials and the Mayor. Ads ran in the papers inviting the
public to meet at a designed area and to “come prepared for action.” The mob was supplied with
weapons and led blocks away from the early morning “meeting site” to the Orleans Parish prison. The
mob hunted down their victims inside the prison and lynched them. The details are contained in the
preeminent work, Vendetta, The True Story of the Largest Lynching in U.S. History, by Professor Richard
Gambino, which work was the basis of a 1999 movie by the same name.

On March 15, 1891 The New York Times contained a story at page one, entitled, “CHIEF HENNESSY
AVENGED.” It detailed the heinous actions of the mob, offering no criticisms of the mob rule. On March
16, 1891, The New York Times contained an Editorial, reading in part:

These sneaking and cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of bandits and assassins, who
have transported to this country the lawless passions, the cut-throat practices, and the
oath-bound societies of their native country, are to us a pest without mitigations...These
men of the Mafia killed Chief Hennessy in circumstances of peculiar atrocity...Lynch law
was the only course open to the people of New Orleans to stay the issue of a new license
to the Mafia to continue its bloody practices.

All of this rhetoric and anti-Italian sentient led to local, then national, and then international
consequences, including the involvement of the Italian government and the recall of its Embassy in the
United States. A Grand Jury was convened in New Orleans to investigate the lynching, resulting in no
charges and no arrests. No one was ever convicted of the crimes. Despite the horrendous conduct of the
New Orleans government and their complicity in these crimes, the City never offered an apology and no
one was held accountable.

A few months ago, | was tasked by the Order Sons & Daughters of ltaly’'s anti-defamation arm, the
Commission for Social Justice, to request the current Mayor of New Orleans, LaToya Cantrell, for the
issuance of an Official Proclamation of Apology. She not only agreed, Mayor Cantrell herself presented
the Proclamation at an April 12" ceremony at the American ltalian Cultural Center, in New Orleans, in
front of a jammed crowd of national Italian American leaders, descendants of the victims and a hoard of
media. The presentation was covered by local, national and international media outlets.

Mayor Cantrell acknowledged the wrong, recognized the ugly history of this tragedy, and offered an
official apology to the Italian American community. She stated that “What happened was wrong. We
have a shared responsibility to make our city proud.” She suggested that although history could not be
changed, it was important to “acknowledge the wrongs so that we can grow in the future.” She stated,
“No one forced me. | was simply asked.” She delivered with courage and conviction.

We simply want the New York Times to do the same thing: acknowledge the hateful wrongs of the
paper’s editors at that time and print a retraction and an apology, for it will go a long way to heal the open
wound of the past, provide a proud movement for a heralded newspaper, and provide a basis to move
forward and bond.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afe 1 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/16/2019
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Michael A. Santo

SPECIAL COUNSEL TO

COMMISSION OF SOCIAL JUSTICE

Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America, New York & Washington, D.C.
IR TN s s s asssssonscassosmmssousmssisississonssovssnvoinswassssasonss sussmsnsesuisn

REFERENCES:

MAYOR’S SPEECH
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HEwK-gtgmvw&list=PLOdnlqTYbMMrapLgAbYj6VNwiDJ84Fcdp

EVENT PHOTO

“image1.jpeg

Mayor Cantrell presents Proclamation to General Consul Federico Ciattaglia, Italy

PROCLAMATION

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afe1 & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/16/2019
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$Wkereas, on March 14, 1891, eleven Ttalian-Americans were murdered £y a mob in the City of New Orfeans over therr alleged
imvofvement &t the death of the City's pofice chief; and

Whereas, kistorica! accounts mdicate that New Orfeans” political leadersfap wuas complictt in these crimes; and
Whereas, these crimes were committed during @ time of rising anti-Italian sentiment; and’
Wherzas, no one fus ever Seen indicted or prosecuted for perpetrating these crimes.

Therefore fe it resolved that the City of New Orfeans offers its deepest apologices to the descendants of those victins, to thie City's
Ttafian-Amenican communsry: and

Therefore fe it further resofved that the City of New Orleans hereby recognizes the ftafian-Amencan community s numerous
contributions to the cultural and economic landiscape of the City of New Orfeans and to the entir country.

Be it proclaimed that on this 12% day of Apnl of the year 2019,
1, LaToya Cantrell, Mayor of the City of New Orfeans, fRercby present recogmitson for our

New Orleans Italian-American Community

In recognition of anti-immigrant rextiment of the past, and” iﬂ.lﬁ fopes
forour city to be welcoming to ol immgrant groups in the future.

< patny

Mayor LaToya Cantrell
City of New Orfeans

Language:

PROCLAMATION

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afel &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/16/2019
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Whereas, on March 14, 1891, eleven Italian-Americans were murdered by a mob in the City of New Orleans over their alleged
involvement in the death of the City's police chief; and

Whereas historical accounts indicate that New Orleans’ political leadership was complicit in these crimes; and

Whereas these crimes were committed during a time of rising anti-Italian sentiment; and

Whereas no one has ever been indicted or prosecuted for perpetrating these crimes.

Therefore be it resolved that the City of New Orleans offers its deepest apologizes to the descendants of those victims, to the
City’s Italian-American community; and

Therefore be it further resolved that the City of New Orleans hereby recognizes the Italian-American community’s numerous
contributions to the cultural and economic landscape of the City of New Orleans and to the entire country.

LIST OF THOSE MURDERED

Victims Edit

The following people were lynched:

v Antonio Bagnetto. fruit peddler: Tried and acquitted.

v James Caruso, stevedore: Not tried.

v Loreto Comitis, tinsmith: Not tried.

v Rocco Geraci, stevedore: Not tried.

v Joseph P. Macheca., fruit importer: Tried and acquitted.

v Antonio Marchesi, fruit peddler: Tried and acquitted.

v Pietro Monasterio. cobbler: Mistrial.

v Emmanuele Polizzi, street vendor: Mistrial.

v Frank Romero. ward politician: Not tried.

v Antonio Scaffidi. fruit peddler: Mistrial.

1 Charles Traina, rice plantation laborer: Not tried.

PARTIAL LIST OF PRESS COVERAGE

https://www.ilmessaggero.it/mondo/new_orleans_dopo_128_anni_le_scuse_della_louisiana_per_il_linciaggio_di_11_italiani-
4426106.html ROME

https://www.cbc.ca/radio/asithappens/as-it-happens-friday-
edition-1.5095791/it-s-never-too-late-new-orleans-mayor-apologizes-for-
1891-mass-lynching-of-italian-americans-1.5095802 CANADA

https://www.washingtonpost.com/context/the-washington-post-s-1891-article-on-new-orleans-lynchings/?
noteld=3eb3a86d-ff91-49a2-9b5b-2d39026b82aa&questionld=429df10f-Obab-4a2a-adea-
59d2913234c7&utm_term=.74fd8a9cdef8 WASH POST

http://m.rfi.frlameriques/201904 12-etats-unis-histoire-hommage-lynchage-italiens-nouvelle-orleans.
FRANCE

http://www.fox8live.com/2019/04/12/mayor-latoya-cantrell-issue-apology-italian-lynching/. FOX

https://www.wdsu.com/article/city-of-new-orleans-issues-apology-for-100-year-old-crime/27 130573 NOLA

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afel & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/16/2019
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https://amp.miamiherald.com/news/nation-world/article228635364.htm| MIAMI HERALD
https://amp.sacbee.com/news/nation-world/article228635364.html SACRAMENTO CA
https://abcnews.go.com/amp/US/wireStory/mayor-apologize-1861-lynching-11-italian-americans-62055901 ABC
https://www.tulsaworld.com/news/usworld/ap/mayor-to-apologize-for-lynching-of-italian-americans/article_2485b366-f311-

541d-a35d-a0efdca044cf.html TULSA

https://www.valdostadailytimes.com/news/national_international/mayor-to-apologize-for-lynching-of-italian-
americans/article_d4936b33-b13b-564b-837d-44e9a9de96b2.html GEORGIA

https://www.citynews1130.com/2019/03/30/mayor-to-apologize-for-1861-lynching-of-11-italian-
americans/amp/ VANCOUVER

https://www ksl.com/article/46521330/mayor-to-apologize-for-1861-lynching-of-11-italian-americans KSL

https://www.kulr8.com/news/national/mayor-to-apologize-for-lynching-of-italian-americans/article_3bdaf4d2-1add-5b25-
b2e9-3625aa9dfeb3.html MONTANA ‘

https://auburnpub.com/news/national/mayor-to-apologize-for-lynching-of-italian-americans/article_69077628-75b2-5bbe-
8b28-297b52bf6384.html AUBURN NY

https://wcfcourier.com/news/national/mayor-to-apologize-for-lynching-of-italian-americans/article_702c0342-8c51-5655-a264-
70978891b404.html COURIER IOWA
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New York Times
5 messages

McCraw, David <mccrad@nytimes.com> Wed, Apr 17, 2019 at 12:13 PM
To: attysanto@gmail.com

Mike,

Diane Brayton forwarded your email to me. As you can appreciate, the Legal Department does not get
involved in deciding what Op-Eds get published (or other editorial decisions). You should make your
submission to this address:

opinion@nytimes.com
Best of luck,
David

David E. McCraw

Vice President & Deputy General Counsel
The New York Times Company

620 Eighth Avenue

New York, New York 10018

Phone: 212-556-4031

Fax: 212-556-4634

Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com> Wed, Apr 17, 2019 at 12:41 PM
To: "McCraw, David" <mccrad@nytimes.com>

Thank you, David.
As to the apology request, who would address this.

Michael A. Santo, Esq.
Michael A. Santo, P. C.

3047 Lee Place

Bellmore NY 11710-5035

Cell: 516.551.5503
attySANTO@gmail.com

FAX: 888.501.9612

Admitted to practice in:
New York

Massachusetts

New Jersey

Of Counsel to:

SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.
600 Old Country Road, 5th Floor

Fifth Floor

Garden City NY 11530

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afel & view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/17/2019
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ask4éam.net/attorneys/michael-a-santo/

[Quoted text hidden]

David McCraw <mccrad@nytimes.com> Wed, Apr 17, 2019 at 12:53 PM
To: Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com>

Mike,

The apology request should go here:

nytnews@nytimes.com or call 1-844-NYT-NEWS (1-844-698-6397).

David
[Quoted text hidden]

Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com> Wed, Apr 17, 2019 at 1:26 PM
To: David McCraw <mccrad@nytimes.com>
Bcc: jafratta@gmail.com

David
As to the Op Ed suggestion, I'll follow your direction. Thank you.

As to the request for a printed apology, the response is not acceptable. | contacted Dlane directly for a
reason, and not to leave a recorded message on a general comment line.

| expect that you read the full presentation | laid out; if not, | wish you would. This comes on behalf of a
number of national Italian American groups who all consider this an issue to be seriously addressed. I'm
not getting that impression from your note.

So, as much as | appreciate your time to respond here, | do request that either you or another call me to
discuss the matter. | would certainly prefer this alternative.

Many thanks,
Mike

Michael A. Santo, Esq.

SPECIAL COUNSEL TO

COMMISSION FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

ORDER SONS & DAUGHTERS OF ITALY IN AMERICA
Michael A. Santo, P. C.

3047 Lee Place
Bellmore NY 11710-5035

Cell: 516.551.5503
attySANTO@gmail.com

FAX: 888.501.9612

Admitted to practice in:
New York

Massachusetts

New Jersey

Of Counsel to:

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555afe1 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/17/2019
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SILBERSTEIN AWAD & MIKLOS, P. C.
©00 Old Country Road, 5th Floor

Fifth Floor

Garden City NY 11530

ask4sam.net/attorneys/michael-a-santo/

[Quoted text hidden]

McCraw, David <mccrad@nytimes.com> Wed, Apr 17, 2019 at 4:40 PM
To: Michael Santo <attysanto@gmail.com>

Mike,

Legal would never play a role in any apology. I'd suggest you contact one of our editors (all the senior
ones are listed in the print paper). It would be a waste of your time and ours to discuss your request. You
should take it up with the people who would be the deciders.

All the best,
David

David E. McCraw

Vice President & Deputy General Counsel
The New York Times Company

620 Eighth Avenue

New York, New York 10018

Phone: 212-556-4031

Fax: 212-556-4634

[Quoted text hidden]

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=7ec555ate1 &view=pt&search=all&permthid=thread-... 4/17/2019
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ENDORSEMENT LETTERS

The main letter is that of the Order Sons & Daughters of Italy in America’s New York State
Commission for Social Justice arm, representing the National Order.

Other endorsements included in this ATTACHMENT 2 are as follows [NOTE: Some of the below

organizations are coalitions and represent more than one organization; review the letterhead

for same]

1.

ITALIAN SONS & DAUGHERS OF AMERICA, PITTSBURGH (2): A NATIONAL
ORGANIZATION

CONFERENCE OF PRESIDENTS OF MAJOR ITALIAN AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS: A
NATIONAL ORGANIZATION

COLUMBUS HERITAGE COALIATION: A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION. The letterhead is
unreadable, so the member groups are listed below: The Columbus Heritage Coalition
represents approximately 20,000 members and more than 50 member organizations:

Albanian American Civic League and Foundation

American Italian Socio-Hispanic Assoc.

and Culture Committee of the Bronx and Westchester
Association of Italian American Educators

Bronx Columbus Day Parade Committee

Building Trades Council

Casa Belvedere

Coalition of Italian American Associations

Columbia Association of New York, Inc.

Columbus Alliance of the Bronx and Westchester

Columbus Citizens Foundation

Commission for Social Justice, OSDIA

Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American Organizations
Council of Belmont Organizations

DEC

FDNY Columbia Association

Federation of Italian American Organization of Queens Italian Welfare League
Federation of Italian American Organizations of Brooklyn FIAME
Federation of Italian American Organizations, Brooklyn Coccia Foundation
Federation of Italian- American Societies of Western New York
Federazione delle Assoc. della Campania USA

Figli di San Gennaro

Howard Beach Columbus Day Parade Committee

IALD & HEF
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Italian American Heritage

Italian American Labor Council

Italian American Museum

Italian American One Voice Coalition

Italian Heritage and Cultural Committee of New York
Italian Heritage and Culture Committee, Inc.

Knights of Columbus

Lt. Det. Joseph Petrosino Assoc. in America

Monte San Giacomo Club

Morris Park Community Association

National Commission For Social Justice

National Council of Columbia Associations Inc.
National Council of Columbia Associations, Inc.
National Organization of Italian American Women
Nutley-Belleville Columbus Parade Committee

NYS AFL-CIO

NYS Commission for Social Justice

NYS Italian American PAC

One Voice Italian Welfare League

Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America

The Columbia Association of U.S. Customs and Affiliated Federal Agencies Italian
Charities of America

The Ocean County Columbus Day Parade Committee, Inc.
UNICO Foundation

UNICO National

NOIAW: NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF ITALIAN AMERICAN WOMEN

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF COLUMBIA ASSOCIATIONS IN CIVIL SERVICE: NATIONAL
COLUMBUS CITIZENS FOUNDATION: NEW YORK CITY

ITALIAN AMERICAN “ONE VOICE” COALTION: NEW JERSEY

ITALIAN AMERICAN ST. JOSEPH SOCIETY: NEW ORLEANS

AMERICAL ITALIAN FEDERATION OF THE SOUTHEAST: BATON ROUGE/REGIOINAL
ORGANIZATION

10. AMERICAN ITALIAN RENAISSANCE FOUNDATION: NEW ORLEANS
11.IAMLA: LOS ANGELES

12. ITALIAN CHARITIES OF AMERICA: NEW YORK CITY

13. SICILIAN CULTURAL INSTITUE OF AMERICA: NEW YORK CITY



Italian

Sons and Daughters
of America

We are Italian America.

The New York Times April 23, 2019
620 Eighth Ave
New York, NY 10018

Re: An Apology Owed to the Italian American Community for an Editorial of March 16, 1891
Dear New York Times:

This letter is written to express the Italian American community's indignation, not only concerning The
Times unwillingness to publish an apology for a hateful and bigoted editorial, but for the arrogance its editorial
board is exhibiting by refusing to even acknowledge our communications concerning this issue.

On April 7, 2019 our organization forwarded an email to Mr. James Bennett, Editorial Page Editor,
requesting that The New York Times retract its editorial and issue an apology to the Italian American
community for the ugly stereotypes and unconscionable anti Italian immigrant rhetoric espoused in its March
16, 1891 editorial, which not only sought to justify, but actually applauded the lynchings. To date The Times
has not even extended our community the courtesy of a reply.

The editorial's harm to Italian immigrants throughout the country was immeasurable, as The Times used
both its influence and credibility to legitimize hatred toward these immigrants in the public's mind which lasted
for decades thereafter. There were several other documented instances of Italian immigrant lynchings thereafter,
for which The Times bears a degree of culpability.

It is important to note that in 1892, the year after the lynchings occurred, Italian immigrants throughout
the country began celebrating Columbus Day in earnest as a way off attempting to restore a sense of dignity and
self-worth to themselves in light of the rampant anti Italian immigrant sentiment that raged throughout the
country, in large part due to The Times editorial.

There is no rational explanation that can be advanced for The Times unwillingness to apologize for its
egregious editorial. Our community will not allow this issue to rest until The Times does what decency and
justice demand, which is to retract the editorial and issue an apology.

Very truly yours,

Basil M. Russo
National President
Order Italian Sons and Daughters of America

National President, Basil M. Russo | National Vice President, Warren J. Ciabattoni
419 Wood Street | Pittsburgh, PA 15222 | Phone: 800.457.4732 | Fax: 412.261.9897 | www.orderisda.org



Anthony Traficante
1245 Murry Chase Ln.

Murrysville, PA 15668
ajt1245@comcast.net

April 28,2019

Editor

The New York Times
620 Eighth Ave

New York, NY 10018

Re: An Apology for an Editorial of March 16, 1891
Gentlemen:

I write to remind the New York Times’s Editorial Board and Leadership; it is time to admit the
profound injustice surrounding the lynching of Italian immigrants in New Orleans, during 1891.
But specifically, I, and all Italians find the New York Times’ response to this lynching "... sneaking
and cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of bandits and assassins," shocking, discriminatory, and
derogatory.

Historically, the Italian immigrants in America have been part of a victimized minority. Your
article at the time not only supported but added to the prevailing anti-Italian sentiment in the
United States which had been building during three decades of massive Italian immigration. This
anti-Italian sentiment incited the murder of 12 innocent Italian immigrants, of March 16, 1891,
which your Editorial group at the time supported. The NYT Editorial, no doubt, helped fuel that
anti-Italian sentiment.

We understand that the fault does not lie with any of the current Editorial staff, and we do not lay
blame on such. And in retrospect, apologies for this historical injustice may seem inappropriate at
this time. But not so. An apology would help put to rest the magnitude of hurt caused to all
Italians. Your paper often reporting on such, appeared to support instances of apologies offered
by political and others against victimized minorities. So why not in this case?

As an American of Italian immigrants, and for all Italian-Americans, I ask that you acknowledge
an admission of injustice, that occurred against innocent Italian immigrants in 1891. Further, that
an apology, to all Italians, is warranted for the hurtful, derogatory and discriminatory words of
the 1891 New York Times Editorial, in question.

Respectfully submitted:

Tony Traficante,
Honorary National President
Order Italian Sons and Daughters of America
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ITALI

AN AMERICAN ORGANIZATIONS, INC.

OFFICERS

Aileen Riotto Sirey, Ph.D., Chair

Joseph DiTrapani, Vice-Chair

Basil M. Russo, Vice-Chair

Tom Vaughan, Vice Chair

Prof. Santi Buscemi,
Secretary/Treasurer

Joseph A. Guagliardo,
Immediate Past Chair

Joseph Sciame, Past Chair

Paul S. Polo, Past Chairman

Hon. Dominic R. Massaro,
Chair Emeritus

John F. Calvelli,

Chair Emeritus

John Alati, Chair Emeritus

Sam Fumosa, Secretary/
Treasurer Emeritus

Rosemary Feterik, Deputy Secretary

MEMBER ORGANIZATIONS
American Italian Federation of.
the Southeast
American Society of the Italian Legions
of Merit
Boys' & Girls’ Towns of ltaly
John D. Calandra Italian American Institute
CUNY
Coalition of Italo American Association
Coccia Foundation
Columbus Citizens Foundation
Columbus Heritage Coalition
Cooley's Anemia Foundation. Inc.
Delaware Commission on Italian Heritage
and Culture
Garibaldi Meucci Museum
Italian Academy Foundation
Italian American Committee on Education
Italian American Democratic Leadership Council
Italian American Legal Defense
Italian American Museum
Italian American One Voice
Italian American War Veterans of the US
Italian Heritage and Culture Committee of
the Bronx And Westchester
Italian Heritage and Culture Committee
of NY.Inc.
Italian Weifare League
La Festa Italiana di Lackawanna County
NEPA
National Council of Columbia Associations
Nat'l Council for Promotion of Italian Language in
American Schools. Inc. (NCOPILAS)
National Italian American Bar Association
National Italian American Foundation
National Organization of Italian American Women
NJ Italian Heritage Commission
Order Italian Sons and Daughters of America
Order Sons of Italy in America
0SIA-Commission for Social Justice
Sons of Italy Foundation
The Italian Cultural Foundation at Casa Belvedere
Tiro e Segno
Tuscan Assaciation of New York, Inc.
U N ICO National
UN1CO Foundation
Westchester Italian Cultural Center

Request for an Apology Concerning an Editorial Relating to the New
Orleans Lynchings,
Request for a Meeting

Dear Mr. James Bennet,

We are urging a public apology for an egregious and highly
offensive editorial published by the New York Times on March 16,
1891 in response the New Orleans lynching of eleven Italian American
immigrants.

The mayor of New Orleans will be issuing a public proclamation of
apology on the city's behalf on April 12th, and it appears now is the
appropriate time for The NYTimes as well to clear the air with the Italian
American community.

Mr. Russo and | are also requesting the opportunity for the leadership of
our most important organizations to meet with members of your editorial
staff, hopefully on Wednesday or Thursday of this week. The Italian
American community has never had an opportunity to meet with and
establish any meaningful lines of communication with the editorial staff of
The New York Times.

All of our national leaders are in New York City this week to attend a NIAF
banquet, so this would be opportune time for our community's leadership
to stop in and explain in greater detail our position on the Columbus issue,
as well as the issue at hand. Your courtesy in this matter would be greatly
appreciated. Basil Russo can be reached at (440) 452-6443, and | can be
reached at 914-393-4142.

Sincerely, Z /

fleen R. Siréy, Ph.D.
President / Chair




COLUMBUS
HERITAGE

COALITION
April 1 1’ 201 9 UNICO Natsinal
Mr. Arthur Gregg Sulzberger FONY ol Asmestion
Publisher Coaliticn of tahar. .-\m(n.u.\v ~.vfmnj )
The New York Times ""“ F———"
620 Eighth Avenue e 5 o
New York, NY 10118 S ———
Dear Mr. Sulzberger: mm,m
On behalf of the 40 member organizations of the Columbus Heritage o -
Coalition, I would like to request a meeting with you to discuss a New o m——
York Times editorial, published in 1891, which avidly endorsed the S Spdes o

lynching of 11 Italian Americans in New Orleans. As you might be aware, s isszecoma
“talia Amerien Feeitage and Cellen:

the City of New Orleans will issue an official apology for this heinous act &bt
on Aprll 12, 2019. Monte: S Siaceim: Club

TS Ialisn Amare i PAT

Many of our member groups feel a similar apology from the Times is in
order, even though more than a century has lapsed. We are united in our o
belief that such a public apology would provide a much-needed history o B
lesson for all Americans. e e

Iexian Wallace keagie

Sidimeof Mhpe inatiwm
2meiear Graarizetions

Fedezazonor ftalian Americar.

As I’'m sure you’re aware, Italian Americans were the immigrants of those — wemweciiciin
times and like many immigrants of today were chastised for no reason

other than their ethnicity. A public admission of past prejudice and
inaccuracy on this event would be a significant step in educating your
readers about the violence and degradation faced by so many Italian
immigrants in the late 1800s and early 1900s — and would help dispel N
discriminatory stereotypes that sadly continue to this day. s s et

Nativaal Gemmission tor Socul fasbx

Nahan Hertaze 4 Culture Come e, b

I hope that you can grant me and a couple of other community leaders and
educators some time to discuss this further.

[QUELEA |23

Thank you for your consideration. Aottt s A

e Codembia Ass rd Afilizas d <vdoral 3 pmeive
takan Charnes cr.towes

Kaights of Cotwrbus

sanvation sl Aracican W oman

Nan

Coderstion A1 italian- Ancencan Soostes of Westerr \ Y
L4

Gl Founddticn

Tederazione Jelte Ass, deils Canpanca 154

599 Lexington Avenue | 36'" Floor | New York, NY 10022
413-438-2459
columbusheritagecoalition@gmail.com
www.columbusheritagecoalition.com

Cordially,

Angdfo Vivolo
President



NOIAW

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF

ITALIAN AMERICAN WOMEN

NATIONAL BOARD

FOUNDER & CHAIR EMERITA
Aileen Riotto Sirey, Ph.D

CHAIR
Maria Tamburri

VICE CHAIR
Diana Femia

TREASURER
Robyn Imbimbo

SECRETARY
Mary Ann Mattone, RN/MPH

Donna M. Chirico, £Ed.D
Donna Corrado, Ph.D., LCSW
Donna de Matteo*

Hon. Angela Mazzarelli
Betty Santangelo, Esq.
Maria T. Vullo, Esq.

REGION PRESIDENTS

GREATER NEW YORK
MaryRose Barranco Morris, Ed.D.

GREATER WASHINGTON, DC
Diana Femia

CONRECTICUT
Pat Tinto

RHODE ISLAND
Anne Marie D'Attelo, Esq.

DISTINGUISHED BOARD

Lidia Matticchio Bastianich
Margaret |. Cuomo, M.D.
Matilda Raffa Cuomo™

Hon. Rosa L. Delauro

Hon. Geraldine A. Ferraro™*
Hon. Marie Garibaldi®

Hon. Patricia de Stacy Hariison

Katherine D. LaGuardia, M.D., M.P.H.

Hon. Nancy Pelosi
Regina S. Peruggi, MBA, Ed.D
Hon. Natalia Quintavalle

-Baroness Mariuccia Zerilli-Marimo?

INTERNATIONAL
Italy: Susy Marra
Australia: Hon. Franca Arena

Argentina: Maria def Carmen Roni

“Founding member

NOIAW is an independent,
not-for-profit, non-partisan
organization legally incorporated
in New York State. Contributions
are tax deductible.

April 25,2019

The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York. NY 10018

Re: New York Times Editorial of March 16. 1891
Dear New York Times:

The National Organization of Italian American Women (NOIAW) is the only
national organization for women of Italian heritage and a member
organization of the Conference of Presidents of Major Italian American
Organizations.

NOIAW is joining the other organizations in the Italian American
community requesting that the New York Times retract its editorial and issue
an apology for the negative stereotypes and anti-Italian immigrant sentiment
expressed in the March 16, 1891 editorial.

We do not understand The Times’ refusal to apologize for this offensive and
unconscionable editorial, which by any standard would not be tolerated today
and should not have denigrated and defamed Italian immigrants in 1891.

We urge the Editorial Board to retract the editorial and issue an apology
immediately.

Sincerely,
. s '
P grnis / toburre

Maria Tamburri
Chair, National Board



Executive Board

Cav. Dott. Joseph A

Guagliardo

President / CEQ

Cav. Giovanni Porcelli
Treasurer

Pietro Segalini

Corresponding Secretary
A.Vic Grillo
Recording Secretary
Steven Cimino
Sergeant-at-Ams
Medical Advisors
Dr. Hilary Baldwin
Dr. Brian Mignola

Legal
James Moschella, Esg
Vice Presidents
Joseph SanFilippo
Dept. of Education
Anthony Scoma
NYC/Corrections
Joseph Conforti
Parks and Recreation
Christopher Piso
NYPD
Peter Segalini

DSS/Dept of Social Services

Sal Mirra

FDNY

William Schievella
Italian American Police
Society of NJ

Richard Guidice
NY/NJ Port Authority
Salvatore Calise
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Columbia Retiree Assoc
Steven Cimino

Dept of Sanitation
Peter Conte

Suffelk County Police
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Suffolk County Court
Employees Association
Joseph Saverino
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Adrian Compodonico
Nassau County Sheriff
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The New York Times

620 Eighth Ave

New York, NY 10018

Re: Anti Italian / Anti-Immigrant Editorial of March 16. 1891
Dear New York Times: April 26, 2019

We learn in our schools that there is nothing more powerful then the first amendment. It’s
freedom allows the New York Times, to write for and on behalf of the government and its freedom
allows it to write For on behalf of the people and about the government. the people and the news.

We celebrate that right and quite frankly embrace it and need it to keep society honest and
knowledgeable. However. the credibility of any media out protected under the first amendment
requires it to be credible and honest.

A New York Times editorial on March 16. 1891 not only sought to justify. but actually
applauded lynching’s in New Orleans. In 1891, it may have been acceptable to speak in a
derogatory manner about races of people. though I find it difficult to find any such statements
when referring to any community or race in the history of the New York Times. our hometown
paper. | have read stories of racism in the NYT about others. calling for jailtime arrest and
incarceration of others using the tone the NYT used against Sicilians in 1891. I've read articles
calling for apologies to other ethnic communities as far back as the 1800s, by government and
private industry. Yet, the New York times stands behinds the derogatory statement when the 11
innocent Italians are Lyncehed by a group of people with the assistance of New Orleans
Government. as The Times used both its influence and credibility to legitimize hatred toward these
immigrants in the public's mind which lasted for decades thereafter. There were several other
documented instances of Italian immigrant lynchings thereafter. for which The Times bears a
degree of culpability.

It is important to note that in 1892. the year after the lynchings occurred. Italian immigrants
throughout the country began celebrating Columbus Day in earnest as a way off attempting to
restore a sense of dignity and self-worth to themselves in light of the rampant anti Italian
immigrant sentiment that raged throughout the country.

While the First Amendment gives the power to the press. we would hope that the press
would also recognize the responsibility that comes with that power. 121 years after the horrendous
act of a lynching. and the medias endorsement of it. The City of New Orleans has loudly
apologized for the part it played in the lynching we are asking the you to recognize your
endorsement was insensitive to say the least. We are asking that you embrace those the values we
are attempting to get for all immigrants today. We are asking you to accept and teach that racism

ﬁ/dw_(a;d%i@g._f - against any group is unethical. immoral and apologize for the position the NYT took in 1891. We
esichester Loun (2 .

Amhon!Cata,do'y are asking that you not only accept the power the people gave you but you also accept the
FLECCO responsibility that foes with that power.

Steve Landi , , : . e 5 ) : cot
e, Amaeican Pl ShOl‘lld you have any questions plezzseqcomacl me as soon as possible so we can discuss this in
Society of CA detail. I can be reached at 917 670 3336.

Joseph Martelli

MTA <

Thomas Esposito Respectfully.

Nassau County PD -

Past Dot Jéseph A. Grragliardo. President

Hon. Mario Biaggi *

“Deceased

Revised 04°19/19



Officers

Marian U. Pardo
President

Michael F. Pedone
Vice President

Anthony F. Giordano
Secretary

Christopher Loiacono

Treasurer

Board of Governors

Angelo Vivolo
Chairman

Michael S. Arena
Lawrence E. Auriana
Maria S. Bartiromo
Janice Galli Becker
Matthew Classi

John M. Desiderio
Geri DiCostanzo
Frank G. Fusaro
Joseph Gurrera
Phyllis Perillo

David A. Pope
Salvatore M. Salibello
Aldo Verrelli

Richard T. Warus

CoLumBUS CITIZENS FOUNDATION

April 29,2019

The New York Times
620 Eight Avenue
New York, NY 10018

Re: March 16, 1891 Edition of the New York Times

Dear New York Times:

On behalf of the Columbus Citizens Foundation, I urge the Editorial Board to issue
a retraction for their support of mob rule and the public calumny of Italian-Americans as
expressed in their editorial piece from 1891 regardingthe mass lynching of Italian
Americans in New Orleans.

The Columbus Citizens Foundation and its members support the sentiments and agree with
the request of Basil Russo, Order Italian Sons and Daughters of America expressed in his e-
mail to The New York Times Editorial Board regarding the reporting of this event.

On March 14, 1891, eleven Italian immigrants were hung, shot and clubbed to death outside
the New Orleans parish prison. This horrific event - following a lawful trial in which none
of the murdered men were found guilty - is believed to be the largest recorded mass
lynching in American history.

Perhaps even more chilling than the mass lynching, was the media of the day’s indifference
to the murder of eleven men. The most egregious example came from a publication that so
many of us think of as the paper of record, The New York Times. When covering the mass
lynching, the Times editorial board wrote: “..the lawless passions... of their native
country, are to us a pest without mitigations... Lynch law was the only course open to
the people of New Orleans to stay the issue.”

On April 12, 2019, the City of New Orleans finally righted this wrong, and Mayor LaToya
Cantrell apologized for the mass-lynching. It is now high time that your paper acknowledge
its role in this hateful act. The Columbus Citizens Foundation joins Italian-American
organizations and communities across the nation in awaiting your apology

This letter confirms that we are aware and endorse the efforts of Michael Santo, Esq.
regarding the issue detailed herein.

Respectfully yours,
/[{( A0, % 0
Marian U Pardo, President

Eight East 69" Street, New York, NY 10021
Telephone: (212) 249-9923 Facsimile: (212) 737-4413 Web: www.columbuscitizensfd.org



The Italian American ONE VOICE Coalition, Inc.

PO Box 2333, Bloomfield, New Jersey 07003
844-Una-Voce (862-8623) info@iaovc.org www.iaovc.org

The New York Times April 18,2019
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018

RE: March 16, 1891 Edition of the New York Times
Dear New York Times:
On April 12,2019, the City of New Orleans finally righted a wrong.

On behalf of the City of New Orleans, Mayor LaToya Cantrell apologized for the mass lynching of innocent
Italian Americans falsely accused and then viciously preyed upon by a blood-thirsty mob which wrongly
blamed them for the killing of a New Orleans Police Officer.

This largest lynching ever to occur in the USA was on March 14, 1891.

Two days later your newspaper compounded this heinous incident with a disgraceful, discriminatory,
disgusting and denigrating endorsement of the murder of these eleven innocent Italian Americans:

“These sneaking and cowardly Sicilians, the descendants of bandits and assassins, who have transported to
this country the lawless passions, the cut-throat practices, and the oath-bound societies of their native
country, are to us a pest without mitigations... These men of the Mafia killed Chief Hennessy in
circumstances of peculiar atrocity...Lynch law was the only course open to the people of New Orleans to
stay the issue of a new license to the Mafia to continue its bloody practices.”

—The New York Times Editorial Board (March 16,1891)

The City of New Orleans has apologized.
It is now time for the New York Times to apologize for the horrible, hate-filled ink it printed in its pages.

The Italian American ONE VOICE Coalition, on behalf of its individual members and organization members
across the country, awaits your apology.

By the way, both my parents are from Sicily.

This letter confirms we are aware and endorse the efforts of Michael Santo, Esq. regarding the issue detailed
herein.

Very truly yours,

S

L A =

yeaui
_Axidre’ DiMino
Communications Director
Executive Board Member

The Italian American ONE VOICE Coalition, Inc. is an IRS registered 501(c)3 non-profit corporation.
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"Pride in Our Heritage"

April 23, 2019

The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018

Re: March 16, 1891 Edition of the New York Times
Dear New York Times:

The killing of New Orleans Police Chief David Hennessy was a heinous crime, and
unfortunately the true perpetrators were never prosecuted. Instead, eleven Italian American
immigrants were arrested, tried and acquitted, as well as some ending in mistrials. The Fifth
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution provides, “No person shall be deprived of life, liberty or
property without due process of law.” This protection was afforded to all on March 13, 1891.

For nearly 130 years, the memory of the March 1891 attack has weighed heavily on
members of the Italian American Community, and the Italian American community of New
Orleans feels it is time for closure and to move forward in a positive fashion. In order to
accomplish this rightful task, on behalf of the Italian American St. Joseph Society of New
Orleans, I am respectfully requesting an offer of apology by the New York Times for the
comments made by your Editorial Board on March 16, 1891.

The Italian American St. Joseph Society feels that we are all God’s children and anti-
immigrant of any nationality has no place in this country or the world alike, and we firmly stand
behind the efforts of Michael Santo and the petitioning of this apology by the Commission of
Social Justice, Order Sons and Daughters of Italy in America.

With warmest regards,

Ce. Gz

Peter Gilberti
President

1515 Poydras St. Suite 1400 « New Orleans, LA 70112 ¢ www.italianamericansociety.org
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Amenican-Otalian Federation o

http://aifed.org

| the Southeast
April 25,2019

The New York Times
620 Eighth Ave
New York, NY 10018

Re: An Apology Owed to the Italian American Community for an Editorial of March 16, 1891
Dear New York Times:

This letter is written to express the Italian American community's indignation, not only concerning
The Times unwillingness to publish an apology for a hateful and bigoted editorial, but for the
arrogance its editorial board is exhibiting by refusing to even acknowledge our communications
concerning this issue.

On April 7, 2019 the Order Italian Sons and Daughters of America forwarded an email to Mr.
James Bennett, Editorial Page Editor, requesting that The New York Times retract its editorial and
issue an apology to the Italian American community for the ugly stereotypes and unconscionable anti
Italian immigrant rhetoric espoused in its March 16, 1891 editorial, which not only sought to justify,
but actually applauded the Iynchings. To date The Times has not even extended our community the
courtesy of a reply.

The editorial's harm to Italian immigrants throughout the country was immeasurable, as The Times
used both its influence and credibility to legitimize hatred toward these immigrants in the public's
mind which lasted for decades thereafter. There were several other documented instances of Italian
immigrant lynchings thereafter, for which The Times bears a degree of culpability.

It is important to note that in 1892, the year after the lynchings occurred, Italian immigrants
throughout the country began celebrating Columbus Day in earnest as a way off attempting to restore
a sense of dignity and self-worth to themselves in light of the rampant anti Italian immigrant
sentiment that raged throughout the country, in large part due to The Times editorial.

There is no rational explanation that can be advanced for The Times unwillingness to apologize for
its egregious editorial. Our community will not allow this issue to rest until The Times does what
decency and justice demand, which is to retract the editorial and issue an apology.

Very truly yours,

Victor P Musso, President
American Italian Federation of the Southeast

PO Box 83332
Baton Rouge, LA 70884-3332

Organized 1973



American Italian Renaissance Foundation

537 South Peters Street New Orleans, LA 70130
P: (504) 522-7294
www.americanitalianculturalcenter.com

April 25. 2019

The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018 -

Reference: March 16, 1891 Edition of The New York Times
Dear New York Times,

On April 12, 2019, New Orleans Mayor LaToya Cantrell issued a proclamation on behalf of the
City of New Orleans, apologizing to the Italians and Italian American Communities, for the city's
complicit behavior relative to the lynching of 11 Italians in March of 1891. This apology has
begun the process of closure for this unfortunate incident.

On behalf of myself and many other ltalian Americans in New Orleans and beyond. | believe an
apology from The New York Times, for the editorial published on March 16, 1891, endorsing this

illegal incident.would be fair and just, and would help us bring this event to a close.

Thafk you-for ygur time.

Fr
Honorary consulate of ltaly



Board of Directors
THE HISTORIC ITALIAN HALL
FOUNDATION

President
PAUL PAGNONE

Vice President
DON ATTORE

Treasurer
RICHARD FLAMMINIO

Secretary
JOSEPHINE MAHONEY

Board Members

J. PETER BARBARA
ANDREW CAPONE

CARL A. CAPOZZOLA

JASON DINAPOLI

CYNTHIA AUDINO FAIRBANK
ANTHONY FEDERICO

JOHN GIRARDI

MARK MOZILO

JOE NIGRO

ROBERT DE PIETRO

SAMMY PERRICONE
CHARON D’AIELLO SANDOVAL

Advisory Board Members
CHARLES P. CUSUMANO
JOE GIACOMIN

STEVE RIBOLI

Honorary Board Members
HON. JOE BUSCAINO
HON. KEVIN DELEON
HON. ERIC GARCETTI

HON. JOSE HUIZAR

Executive Director
MARIANNA GATTO

ITALIAN AMERICAN MUSEUM OF LOS ANGELES

The New York Times
620 Eighth Avenue
New York, NY 10018

April 25, 2019

Re: Request for Retraction and Apology for the March 16, 1891 Editorial
Dear New York Times:

On behalf of the Italian American Museum of Los Angeles, which is located in the city that is
home to the nation’s fifth-largest Italian American population, | write this letter as a formal
request for the New York Times to offer an apology for the hateful and bigoted editorial it
published on March 16, 1891, following the lynching of eleven Italian Americans in

New Orleans.

The opinions expressed by the New York Times have no place in respectable journalism.

The Times praised the lawless actions of the murderers who hunted down, shot, and hanged
eleven men who had been tried and acquitted of a crime. The paper’s endorsement of the
heinous act normalized and served as a catalyst for similar acts of brutality committed against
Italian Americans, acts that would also go unpunished. In fact, upwards of forty percent of the
non-African American victims of lynching were Italian Americans, who your paper often
characterized as members of an “inferior” race.

As one of the most prominent news outlets in the nation, the New York Times coverage of the
lynching can be credited for popularizing the word “Mafia" in the United States. Following the
1891 lynching, the Times frequently attributed crimes allegedly committed by Italian Americans,
including minor infractions, as acts of the “Mafia.” The motion picture industry would soon follow
suit and exploit this new-found fascination with the mafia myth, thereby creating a trope that
endures today and continues to smear the image of Italian Americans as an ethnic group.

As a subscriber of the Times, | am disheartened that the newspaper has not so much as
acknowledged the requests of Italian American organizations and attorney Michael Santo
surrounding this issue.

The opinions that the Times published in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries
reflect the anti-Italian, xenophobic, and nativist sentiments the paper espoused then. How will
the New York Times address its hateful history today, in the twenty-first century? We urge the
Times to seize this opportunity to be on the right side of history by retracting the editorial and
issuing an apology.

Kindest regards,

L
-

& el LD
7 -

7
s/

Marianna Gatto
Executive Director and Historian

125 Paseo de la Plaza, Suite 406 - Los Angeles, CA = 90012
PHONE:(213)485-8432 - FAX:(323)663-3180
WWW.ITALIANHALL.ORG
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The New York Times
620 Eight Avenue
New York, NY 10018

April 29, 2019

RE: March 16, 1891 Edition of the New York Times
Dear New York Times,

On April 12,2019 I was able to represent all the board members and members of Italian Charities
of America at the Official Proclamation of Apology in New Orleans given by Mayor LaToya
Cantrell. This long over-due apology was a historical event that was well attended by many Italian
Anmerican organizations and individuals along with descendants of the victims of the heinous crimes
that occurred on March 14, 1891. That date marks the largest mass lynching that has occurred in the
United States as 11innocent Italians were lynched in New Orleans.

This letter is to endorse the efforts of Michael A. Santo, Esq. regarding petitioning The New York
Times to officially apologize for the March 16, 1891 editorial that was written vilifying Sicilians, in
particular. Italian immigrant history and experience here in America highlights the discrimination
they endured, their triumphs and the fight for equality in America as well as in the workplace. This
must not be forgotten as immigrants today in America are still facing both negative issues and
positive advances in society. History teaches us valuable lessons, the opportunity to celebrate and
give recognition and the importance to not digress on the basis of freedom and rights in this country.
In summary, Italian Charities of America along with Michael A. Santo is asking The New York
Times to recognize its wrongs and officially apologize to the Italian American community.

Sincerely,

% >

Mm”’/é@f“””

Domenic Giampino
Italian Charities of America, Inc.

President
italiancharitiesofamerica@gmail.com

Italian Charities of America is a 501c3 Not-for-Profit Organization that has been committed to serving the ltalian
American and local community since 1936. We offer both Italian American and community programs and services. Our

work is made possible with the generous support and funding we receive.




Sicilian Cultural Institute of America INC.
81-16 Dongan Avenue
Elmhurst, NY 11373
Francesca. GRoma ail.com
347-278-5002

April 29,2019
To Whom It May Concern:

This letter is written to express the suffering caused by an article written 128 year ago by
The New York Times on the lynching of 11 Sicilian and Italian immigrants in New Orleans. This
letter is also written to urge an apology for this discriminatory, and derogatory article. The
Italian American community will continue to fight tirelessly until an apology is issued.

After New Orleans Police Chief David Hennessy was murdered, Italian and Sicilian
immigrants in New Orleans were targeted, and hundreds were arrested. In all, 19 were tried for
the murder of David Hennessy and were all acquitted. On March 14, 1891, just a day after the
acquittal of Italian immigrants, a mob of thousands gathered outside the prison and demanded
blood. In the heat of nativism and anti-immigration sentiment in the U.S., the angry mob
lynched 11 out of the 19 acquitted Sicilian and Italian defendants, 8 were able to escape the
violent crowd. This tragic incident remains the largest single mass lynching in U.S. History
and 128 years later the hearts of many Italian Americans are still heavy for the 11 innocent
Sicilian and Italian immigrants that were murdered.

None of the members of the New Orleans mob were ever prosecuted by the city or state.
After the lynchings, The New York Times published an editorial praising the actions of the
New Orleans mob towards Italians, and stating “These sneaking and cowardly Sicilians,
the descendants of bandits and assassins, who have transported to this country the lawless
passions, the cut-throat practices, and the oath-bound societies of their native country, are
to us a pest without mitigations... These men of the Mafia killed chief Hennessy in
circumstances of peculiar atrocity...Lynch law was the only course open to the people of
New Orleans to stay the issue of a new license to the Mafia to continue its bloody
practices.” Aside from the immense suffering caused by the injustice exhibited by the city of



New Orleans, this editorial by The New York Times worsened this suffering and was a source of
antagonism towards Italian Americans.

On April 12, 2019, New Orleans Mayor Cantrell issued an Official Proclamation of
Apology to the Italian American community for this tragic incident in 1891. At this time, the
Italian American community is still waiting for an apology from The New York Times.

Smcerely, - /
- L@L/é Y/

Francesca Giampino Roman
Director
Sicilian Cultural Institute of America INC.
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CHIEF HENNESSY AVENGED

ELEVEN OF HIS ITALIAN ASSASSINS
LYNCHED BY A MOB.

AN UPRISING OF INDIGNANT CITIZENS
IN NEW-CRLEANS — THE PRISON
DOORS FORCED AND THE ITALIAN
MURDERERS SHOT DOWN.

NEw-ORLEANS, March 14—In every paper In
thaolty this mornlog appeared the following
call:

“ Al good eitizens are inrited to attend a mass
meeting on Satarday, March 14, at 10 o'cleck A. X, |
&t Clay Statac, to tako steps to remedy the fatlure of |
Justico tn the Hennessy case. Come prepared for ac- |
tton.” |

Jobn C. Wiekliffo, Dickaon Brans.

B.F. Glover, Willlam . Deeves,
1.G. Pepper. Richard S. Veoables, |
C. E. Rogers, Samnel B. Merwin, I
F.E. Hawes, Omer Villere, i
Raymond Hayes, . L. Forron,
L. E Cenas, T. D. Matner,
John M. Parker,Jr.  James P. Mulvey,

R Lo Emulo Dupré, |
Septeme Villars, W. P. Curtlss,

William M. Raitey, Charles J. Roaletz,

Lee Me3ililan, T. S Borton,

C. E. Jone: C.J. Forsuil,

J. F. Queeuy, J. Moore Wilsun,

D. R. Calder, F. Heary, H
omas Heary, Hngh W. Brown,

James Lea A, 3 C. Harrlson Parker,

Felix Coutarle, Edgar L. Farrar,

T. D. Wharton, 3.C. Aby,

Frank B. Hayne, R.C.D. Habse,

1.G. Flower, C. A. Walscher,

James Clark W. Gosby,

Thomas IL Kelley, cnm.. 3. Barnwell,

. B. Ogden, bouisse,

Ulric Atkiinson, \VAlur D. Douegre,

A. Balawin, Jr., Georgn Denegre,
K. JL Hornbeek,

William T. Ploraon, E I Pioravn,
‘C.L 1, Jswes D. Houston,
. S. Parkerson, E.T. Leche.

Tue verdict of the jurs in the Henneasy casa }
had startled and angered overybody. Tho state-
ments of the jury bors outtho suspiclon what
the members had beon purchased. Consequently |
at10 o'clock there was o large erowd at Clay
Btatuo on Canal Street. Mr. Parkerson appeared.
With 8 Dumber of gentlemen *prepared for
actlon.” Thers was a crowd of youus sad old |
men, black and whito, but mostly of the best '
element. Speeches wore mado by Mesara. Park- |
erson, Donegre, and Wickliffe. |
Shortly beforo 10 o'clock Mr. Parkerson ap- |
peared at the baso of the monument. The erowd
quickly awarmed around him. He Tequested
them to fall 1to line. At thelr heod ho marchiod
around the monument thres times, and ascend-
ing the pedestal Lo turned and made the follow-
ing nddr
PEOPLE OF NEW.OKLEANS: Once before I atood be. |
foroyou fur publlc duty. I mow appear befors you
again actuated by no desire for fame or promiuonca. '
Afairs havo roached auch & crists that men lviagin |

hen contta fatl, thé people must
act What protection ot a3surance of protection i
there left us wheu the very head of vur Police De-
‘partment. oar Chfef of Police, s assassinated fn our
| very midst by the Maga Soctety and his assassins aro
agaln turned Iooss on tho community! Will every
| man hero follow me and sco the marder of Hennessy
| avengea1® Are thero men enough hers to set asida
| the verdlcc of that infamous Jury, every one of
| whom 1a a perjurer sad a scosndrel 1
| _Therels snother viper in our midst and thatls
Dominick C. O'Malley, This community muat got
rid of the man who has bad the andaclty toentern
Ubel sult agaiust 000 of que datly papers that boldly
out and denounced him to the publia in hiy
trascotors. 1 now, right Rere, pudlicly, opealy, snd
Zearlessly, denoance bim aa & suborner and procurer
of witneases and a briber of juriea. Hon And clil.
zens of New-Orleans, follow mo! I Wili be your
1eader.

Mr. Parkerson was enthuslastioally cheerod
throughout his entire speech, and at its closo
tho ories and obeering of tho multitudo wero
deafening. Mr. W. Denegre followed sud hls
opening words were drowned by the cries of tho
orowd, “We have had enough of words! Now
for action I Qulct was restored and Mr. Dencgro
procoeded:

*To.day i3 the 141l of March. On tie 34tk of Sep-
tember you assembled on thls very spot for apur-
pose similar to that which has convoked you here
‘this morning. Whea our lato lamented Chlet of Po-
lice, David C. Hennessy, had been so crueily strick-
en down by redbanded assassina, au tadip
Dation meeting was held at Lafayatte Square
IL was thero Gecided thst wo peacefully and
daleuy awalt ths action of (e law, Thls we Bave

done. Tholaw kas proved a farcs and wookery. I3
now reverts to us to take upoa ourselves tho right
%0 protect ourselvos. Are We 1o tolerats organired
assaesination  Notoneof those Jurors told the truth.
Wwa Thaps pot all of the twelvs accepted &
tribe, some of thom il They wero bribed.
and brived by whom! By thai sconndrel D.C.
O'Malley, thaa whom & moro Infumous monster naver
lived Tho Committeoot Fifty Bavo already notified
Bim toloave town withoutavall, More furcible sc.
tou 1a now called for. Lat every one Lerw nuw fol-
1ow ua with the Intoation of doing his fall duty.”

Mr. J. G Wycklitfo followed in the eamo de-
Dunclatory manner, eaying amoug other things
that self-preservation s the flret law of nat-
ure, and thot the Ume had Dow coms for the
cluizens of Now-Orleans to protect themsolves.
“If soch action 8s the acquittal of these as-
sussing to be further folerated, It
Dothing is done to foroibly portray the
disapproval of tha public of tnls infamous ver-
diot, nos oue mau can expeot to carry his lifo

afo In the fece of tho orgnnized assaseloa-
ton that 8o powerfully exlsts in our midat ns to
openly set law and order at deflauco. Wo met
in Latayotto Square to talk. Wo now meot at
tho foot of Houry Clay’s status to act. Lot us
therefora aot, fellow-oitizons. Fall in under
tho leadersbip of W. 8. Parkerson. James D-
Houston will be your First Lieutenant, and I,
1. C. Wickliffo, ill be your Becond Licutonant.”

Arms had been provided at Royaland Bfen-
villo for about ffty men, and the members of
tho committes Who had called the assemblage
went thoro, securod pistols and shotzuns, and

effect on the oity. Boon the strects wero alive
with people runniug from all directions and
Joining the main body, which moved sullenly
| down Rampart Strcet to the Jall near Congo
| Bquare. Doors and windows were thrownopen,
| ana men, womon, and cufidren crowded o tho
i gulleries to encourage those who were taking
part and to witaess the scene.
When the malu crowd from Canal Street
Teached the prison a dense throng had already

collected there, nll eager to take o hand in
. whatover mignt happen. When the vanguard |
of armegl oftizens reached tho jatl, which (s many |
squares from Canal Btreet, that grim old- build-
ing was surrounded on all sides.
Sheriff Villere, when he heard that a move- |
ment was on foot to take the prisoners, ormed
| Dis deputies and then started on o bmntfor
| Mayor Ghakespeare. TRo Itallan Consul and
| Attotnoy General Rogers Jomed fn tho pursuic |
| but, his “Honor dou mot ‘resch nls oftico |
| untll noos, and ot to e found at |

_*_;5 %%_.ﬂ

suy of his regular baunts. Tho Govormor
had not heard of the uprising nnd had

o time toact and the police forco was too
small to offer much reslstance to the army of
avengers. Buperintendent Guster had orderod
an extra dotail of officers 10 be scat to tho Joll
and tho small crowd Kopt the stdewalks around
tho old building clear until tho creat multitude,
swolllng all tho timo liko o mighty rosring
stream, surged around tho door and crowded
tholittle band of bluocoats awny.

Capt. Lem Davis was on guard st the matn
entrance with a scant force of deputies. They
were swept away liko ehaff bofore the wind, and
in an fnstant tho little ante-room leadins Into
tho prison was jammed with eager, oxclted
men.

Mecanwhile the prisoners were stricken with
torror, for they could hear distinctly tho shouts
of peoplo without, madly dewanding thelr
blood. Innocent and guilty slike were fright-
ened'ont of thelr senees, aud thoso Who wero
charged with crimes other than compliolty In
the murder of tho Chlef slso shared
in tue genmeral demoralization. Some of
the braver 2mong tho representattves of
tho Moflo wanted (o dlo fighting for thetr
lives, and they ploaded for weapons with which
1o dofend themselves, and wien they conld not
nd these they sought biding places. The depu-
tles, thinkiog to decelve the crowd by o ruse,
transferred tho nincteen men to the femala de-
purtment, and there the miserable Sicilinns
trombled in terror until the moment when the
doors would yleld to the angry tbrong on the
outside.

Capt. Davis refusbd the request to opon the
Pprison, and the crowd bean the work of batter-
lnx ln llm dDDl'I. Around on nrle:n- Buul

Ty wooden T,
hzun closely barved In anucnpmnn Gt Tho, enmln
the avenging LA ‘This the crowd sel
n tholr bess chance of Zoriing 1n.. NeiEhROFIaE
uses readily supplied axcs ond battering
res

Tho svengers prassed

Inw the ylrd of \n- whm priso door
on and & £roup of trem:

hunx pmnnen Slood Thaide. - They wers not the
wanted, and the crowd very

lhn nu oro o
wamez ino way 16 whnm ‘o T y

5 T th femalo deparoment:
yelled, and thither mo o, Wi thelr W inehce:
mo door was Jooked.  In 8 wo-
Then ‘the leader
Bho who knew the Fight
the

8

gl
e stane -nunn: e ruz
8 8bo could, sald tie men Wwero up ataira.

{ th
side ol the gallery and cronched do

wn bosido
uu: m}nrmzd u:cy Jore absolutely

mbling  thoy
amed rnr muruy. e Avensess werp
2 Joa dly rnn of ‘bullets poured

Jan s, truck o the
back of the Lend, and his boay pltched forwara
and lay immoratle on tao stons pavement,
Romero Tell to bis in hi
hands, and In l.hu!jwsmun s shat 'i° Beatt,

dled with buckshot, nnd thoy w
Seforg the rusiade was over.

wore deed almont

on tho sroup of assassins was diacovored
on the :u.err. lchuA Scofleci, an:
Mocebosl s¢ para o other NIE any Tan

rated from
staira. - Thither hnu 2 dozon men fo Howed
hem,and as rror-stricken assassh

aim and poured & volioy of
2 tnto ‘and for soveral hours the Body
S lofe daneiing la-tog sl
Bagnetto Was caught (n the firet rusl
flairs aad tho dret. vnlloy nrmulnu plerced h‘p
brain. outby 3 numuer o
n

prison wod fro. of a

pended. uhnuu&h o whs sireads Fon
S it o8 y work was douo Mr.
Pati oo adireencd the erowd. o axbes tham
to jdiiporse. Thia b
it Ting

ePEod
gE

ptain of
Solitioa I Iender or the Demoo
acy of am«, and 1a ano aﬁ.h

domuied 4 um o the
zubl em to death.
The u S waactaas th nphuldln‘ Tho etion of

e m
‘Coronse_Lemonnier spent the day at_the
Ison. Thorat Inquestwns on the body of Jos

Machoca, the recognized lesder of the party,

who was strotched out on tho galle:

of condomnod cells on the thir

ertectly nat, utal
T Donind Lo loft o
one uy

I whom mi 3
méo\'erahunﬂmddallnru In his pookst: Soat
. the wan in licloth caat, Who atood

t of Basin and Girod and tired

1ho brai an,
\dentitiodaa the party who jumped Info thé
streot and fired two volleys {nto tho tottoring
body of Hennessy, alio had a bullet In the

approach of the mob was
wers relsased from tho

The siatement that Maches

espon nud faced the mod 13
offictals. Politz and Bagnotto

Ples cavght near by and sermed
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outside tho prison, whers they wers hanzel to
tho limbs of. the' moacast trecs on the weutrl
i:ﬂmd_ With A'gun to hfs head. Bagnetto
ked who Killed tho Cliof, and sald ho l.\hl llﬂ.
know. "They wero his laat words. Tlio
o bodles and ﬂlnﬂm‘l them uuo 'ho
Fonrin Praoner Falics Statie
Aportaf tho Mtallaas, as o
told'to over info hnwnmens sldu 0.

eracet, Caruso, Chatles
Trabias, sod Mouasterio, tho ‘hoemaker Who
lived in the shanty whate the assassicy gath.
red. und Loroto Camites were lald ot in 3
Mot of thew had peon R0t throusn o

brati, and mado & Borrible. stgnt ay 10
weltering In blood aod brains. Natall and
unzerl, two of the men. not on trial, and lo
{7hom an abbt med, wore canght Riilden
» doghouse, but ono of the leaders claluie
rotorton fog thom. ae they Sak mat yet
i ere,_tarned over 1o tho
X a3 pur-
uucd Gy Chuun “Picizo, an. Itallan Ero.

i tohavo given tho sicual
ul um Chiers (SPPTozch wWas Chigul. but tho
foscd to wreak vongeanco on xo youns
Do boy eatd that in fatbes

ctu-

T) pubi Col. Pnrker au
cdlted by wr:xun. forcshadowed tho result fn
doubleieaded caiforial, of Which the Tollowing

Tho tmo to cail a halt

rived. The indl-

teon"s stice his natural

Bt o pro; l:v.!\m-ell Urml s Bas falied
“‘m,(h\,;all-!nl

DAY or even to patian o mIADIALE Rarderer,

Zhe othing loft 'save & resort (o that 1aw of

Zselt presc;
»v.-mxmnn - Ori ouaro brougnt face tn
<o weich tho yaeetlen whiciner your
TS Ty orteniy Korehamicat o B o
natloc. Yonre foday todecude w
goversed by laxs mado Uy soarseiven, or by
siibe Sicilfan Mate. Before thoacitingor
Blgnk it wiil be determined wncther 5y are o oy
e seca (yo!omuﬂd cltizens ofa i, vx
o tarsy youlr lives at tho mercy of 4 band of organticd
vy
S Aour Calet of 4 Bollce,
a3 fallen
bl For
waited for
Trou Law
who ‘conducted tho prusec
aap nd
ace fivio,
ot your o
Dedom
target for the m
sin. m % ihe mercyof thece
law. rc <t 1t Ly the
onts Theaon this !emurom lmy Bk et yout o o
The Cla; his 0 ocivek and an.

bt e feation for yourseires
As 50on 33 tho purpose of tho mass meetinz
pecameo known to Gov, Nicholls lio ordered ths
to mliitia 1o Lo cailed out to protect tla

Drisoners, but hefore Geu Meper ottt fnd s
‘Adjutant Genoral to cate tho order, tho
work had besn accompliahed.

ho Sto
1ng Knd aSpOTled. Feom Faemberstin Loarer Mt
) o Jury it

Drought In tue verdict of acquittal
o ith baviug manipulated u.a Jun
$hat 0o one should be convicted, and th

hmyunn accunnlated ovidenco of feligman’s
uareilability, and umummmmm_mumr
Luzeuberg, but lattor refused Lo eutertaln
it, not re nm gxtent of the depaViiyof
Kh! derunsu inits

oy lan prlvnudemcll\'nhem,tlm partner
of Lionel 'Adnae, Lex-District Attorney. and ki

Ho
a5 M AR,
on” moveral vccasfons for various
His spocial forto 1s subormation o
ur; ud  brivery.

a Mo and 1§
Geadly cnemfos, and it is goncraliy supposcd
£t bo waa back of Alncheen in

atlon. Ho has alwass been tho
Agent of the Sicillans whenover tue eared

ey 2]
{n the Crimlnal Court, and has beux h'u nnuly
Mln In closs mn-ulmllon with the t]
a Hols thorouchly re.mm .-ua d..rluz.
xuu nl’ lnlollu:ﬁ and bra h
Wwa

meetia; CoHas o Walked riche
throng it, nL'!ukly talking to ncqunmnnce-
Mr. Parkerson's denuncistion

R o DT T
b uty-dye shotzun cartridges
Tonded with buckvAoL - Sinco (UAL Lo ho
bea in hiding.  He will citber leave tow or b
Joo cca, Who was T by the testi-
ong in o CHaT Lo limve beon tho Dead ‘of Hho
conspiracy.was & wealtly merchant, the founder
o tho houso of Maclicoa Lratlicrs, thousl iiot of

On i P
teou years
Leaguo tarned out and dispossessed th

o B o
1mOmLCr of o commitied ot ffly appointed by
thoMayor tu Terret ont tho taliai nssussins.

——-
THE STORY UF THE MURDER,

HOW CHIEF HENNESSY WAS ASSASSI-

NATED AT HIS OWX DUORSTEY.
: David C. Hennossy, Chiof of the police foree ot
New-Orleans, walked bLogio from bls oflico on
tho nighit of Wedncsday, Oct. 15, 1300, A friend
and follow-olticer accompanled hlw to within
one Ylook of his house, which he reached just a
little before midutght. The street Wwas then ap-
parenlly doserted, but no sooner had Chiot
Heunessy mounted his doorstep than a volley
of bullets struck him uad Lo foll upon thy side-
walk mortally wounded.

Tho number of shota fired simultancously fn-
dicated that thoro were several assassius, nud
08 they skulked nway under coverof the dark-
Dess the dylug Chlcl's triend, from whom he had
parted Lut a moment bLefore, came hurrlcdly
upon tho scene. Many citizens hearing the shots
also bostened to the spot. The Chblef. it was
ascertalned, had recelved thres bullets in ihu
stomach besldes one Juu under um henn nml
©oDe in tho loft forearns. a
Doupital, whota ha died at § o'eloct e Jolion:
10 Wworiing.

Although tho murderod man did not recognize
s sssatiants, toted to a
o asassitie:

many time Qisregarding thom, Lo por-
SHited tn Bis warfase agalnst the tawloss Bor




tion of the large Itallan community in New-
Orleans. He learned many of the seorets of the
Sicilinn societies und ‘**murder circles,” and
thereby became a marked man in the eyes of
the sienlthy and dreaded Mafia

Public excitement rose to an Intense pitch In
New-Orleuns, when the realization became gen-
eral that the well-liked Chief of Police had fallen
1 victim to the Sicllian assassins. For years the
reopie of New-Orlesus had read and shuddered
over the account: of atrocious murders com-

mitted hy the Sicilians among themselves. but |

never before had the secrel rengeance of the
XMaua been wreaked upon an Awerican. Chief
Hennessy's budy wasremoved to the hume of his
mother, where it was visited by thousands of peo-
ple. His mourder was the only theme of conver-
gation. and public ndigoatiou quickly reached 2
point where onlyr the most eurnest counsels of
conservative oitizens preveuted 2 wholesale
Iypching of lwlians. A publio meeting was
called by Mayor shakespeure, and stirring res-
olutions were adopted deuouncing the murder
of flennessy and uvowinz o determination on
the part of the people 10 exterminate the Stcil-
{an secret assassioation cicties. A committee
of ti1ty citizeus of 1he hizhest standing was ap-
poinird by the Mayor 1o thoroughly investigale
1be whole subject.

‘Jhe New-Urieans rolice force set to work en-
erzeticaliy, and within a few hours after Chlef
s deuth Lalf a dozen arrests bad been
made. Lhauks to the persistent investigationa
that had been imade by the éead chief the Police
Department was in possession of a very coin-
plete history of the Sicilian vendetta in New-
Orleuns, and of the numes of the leadera of the
varfous factions. One of the trst persons ar-
rested was Antonio Scotfedi, who was suspected
of baviug Hired one of tho fatal shots at Chief
Henuessy. Ilz was conflned in the Parish
Prison. A young paper carrier named Thomas
Duiiy obtaived permission to see the prisoner,
and adeliberately shot him in the Dec Dudy
recvarded Chief Hennessy ns his best friend. It
was at first thouelt that Scoffedi wonld die, but
the surgeons pulie:d bim through, and he fell a
victim (o the lyuchers yesterday. The police
1made filleen arreats ie two days, and all of the

Tisoners who stood trizl were among the num-

cr.

T'he case which iz supposed to have incited the
Killing of Chief Henpessy was narrated atthe
dme s follows: The Fioveuzanos epjoyed a
monepoly in discharging fruit vessels at New-
Orleans.” Matranga, a noted leader of bandits
and tie proprietor of a ncgro gambling and
dance house, tindinz the police too severe on
him concluded to change his business, and by
persuasions, threats, and other netttods he
succeeded in ousilag the Provenzamos. A
denaly enmiiy sprang np between the two
ractions. Une night as a gang of Mat-
rzuga’s men were returning from thelr work
they were tired upon aund several, including
Touv Matrangi, were wounded. Chief Hennes-
sy arrested the Sicil who were i by

e Matrangas. and they were convicted A
trial was secur-d after persistent etforts,
it wus to have beguna few daya after the
date of Hennesay's assassination. Dauring the
investizations ! d by the application
for s new 1rial, the Chier, 1t appears,
became convinced that 1he itnesses on
the Matranga side bad perjured them-
eelves. and that tho principal witness for
the defense had been assassibated by one of
the Marranga gang. He also outained from
Blcily the record of tho Matrangas, which
would have bLeen very duwaxing to their case.
The police were assured hy wany Italians that
it was 10 prevent Chief Hennessy from telling
what he knew about the Mautranges that he was
murdered.

Matranea was descrived as having been the
head ot tue areaded Matia, or Hioppagbera, Bo-
cfety in New-Urleans. There were about 20
leaders and 300 ignorant Sicilians in the soclety.
Aemlers of the lrovenzanns faction declared
that there were Maria socleties in San Yrancis-
co, St. Louis, Chiraxo, aud New-York.

T 1o further it= o nf Y
aunf meaus. nution bewwg tie favorite
method. Whenever 2a memberis told to put o
ceriain man “out of the way” e 18 bound to
obey under penxlty of death.

THE NEWS IN XNEW-YORK.
THE I1TALIAN COLONY EXCITED OVER
THE LYNCJING.

Ttalians in this city were greatly excited when

the pews of tte lynching of their fellow-coun-
trrmen in New-Orleans was received resterday.
At 5 o'clock they began to gather at the Italan
banks and places of resort to hear the latest
news. In forcible l1anguage they denounced the
Irnching. Early in the evening arrangements
were made for 2 maes meeting of the varions
Italinn societies and citizens to be held to-night,
when the action of the mob jn New-Orleans will
be protested azajust. The meeting will probably
d in Webster Hall
ogresso Ilalo-Americano will publish an
3 tls morning in regard to the affair,
Charles Barsotti. the editor of the paper, and
aciates were discussing the matter at the
. 40 Duape Street, yesterday uftermoon.
d that two or three of the men reported
re paturalized citizens, but for all of
ibe Italian Governicent olaimed proteo-
\what aotion the Itallan Government
1 take, if any, of course could not be said,
was believed that an explanation would
<ked of the Federal Government why
s proclaimed iunocent by an American
sbould be submitted to such violence,
tiint a thorough prosecution ©of those
G in  the jafl breakin would
anded. ** It is horrible,” added AMr, Bar-
that a mob should break down tho gates
ot iize jail apd kill these men in any evenf, but
1} more becanse they had been fairly .tried,
ani @ jury made up of citlzens had by tneir
verdict decided that there was not sufficlent
evitence to convict them. It was well enough
1u call them murderers before the trial, but the
Jory bad decided thal they were not, or at least
that §i could not be proved agalnst them. One
was ouly seveuteen years old.

Signor Barsotti sald that a litile over $500
hiad becn raised in this city and sent down to
New-Orleans with a view that the men might be
ably represented at the trigl and given a fair
one. The money was ralsed by subscriptions
sent in to Il I'rogressa ilulo-Americuno. This
was the only money subscribed In Now-York
A similar subscription, howover, had been
opened by an Italian journal in New-Orleans,
1t was believed by the ltalian editors yester-
day that toe impression that pervaded Italy that
America was a paradiss of ireedom would now
Teceive a severe shock
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tion of the larce Itallan community in New-
Orieans. He learned many of the secrets of the
Sicilian societies and *murder circles,” and
thereby became a marked man In the eyes of
the stealthy and dreaded Mafia.

Public excitement rose to an intense pitch In

New-Urleans, when the realization became gén-

eral that the well-liked Chief of Police had fallen
8 virtim to the Sicilian assassins. For years the
peopie of New-Orlesns had read and shuddered
over the account: of atrocious murders com-
mitted by the Ficilians amorg themselves, but
never heiore had the secrei vengeance of the

Alatia been wreaked upon an Awerican. Chief |

Hennessy's body wasremoved to the home of his
mother, where it was visited by thousands of peo-
ple. His murder was the only theme of conver-
sation, apd public indignation quickly reached a
point where only the most earnest counsels of
conservative oitizens prevented a wholesale
iyvnching of ITtalinns. A public meeting was
called by Mavor sShakespeare, and gtirring res-

oluiions were adopted denouncing the murder |

of Henunessy and avowing 2 determination on
the part of the people 1o exterminate the Sicil-
fan secret assassination societies. A committee
of titty citizeuns of 1he hizhest standing was ap-
~pointed by the Mayor 1o thoroughly investigate
thoe whole subject.

the New-Orieans police force set to work en-
ergetically, and within a few hours after Chief
Hennessy s death half a dozen arresis had been
made. 1hanks to the persisient investigations
that had been inade by the dead chief the Police
Departiuent was in posszession of & very coin-
plete history of the BSicilian vendetta in New-
Orleans, and of the numes of the leadera of the
various factions. One of the first persons ar-
yested was Antonio Scoffedi, who was suspected
of haviug fired one of the fatal shots at Chiet
Hennessyt. jia was confilned in the Parish
Prison. A young paper Carrier named Thomas
Duiiy obtained permission to see ihe prisoner,
and deliberately shot him in the bpecK. Duffy
recarded Chief Hennessy n8 his best friend. It
was ot firat thoueht that Scoffedi wonld die, but
the surgeons pulie:t him through, and he fell a
e e s 2vt N atams waerordac Tha nolica




WARYS STRA L oS WA AZeT T asa ~h amew m  wm—m o —r——y - S
victim to the lynechers yesierdasy. The police
ade filleen arreais in two days, and all of the

risoners who stood trial were among the num-

ET. '

i'he case which ia supposed to have incited the
kiliing of (hief Hennessy was narrated at the
time eas follows: The Proveunzanos epnjoyed s
monopoly in discharging fruit vessels at New-
Orleans. Matranga, a noted leader of bandits
and iie proprietor of a megro gambling and
dance house, finding the peolice too severe on
himn concinded to change his business, and by
persuasions, threats, and other inetiods he
succeeded in ousting the Provenzanol A
dezaly enmiiy sprang up between the 1wo
factions. One night as a gang of Mat-
renga's men were returning from thelr work
they +were fired upon and several, including
Touy Matranga, were wounded. Chiet Hennes-
sy arrested the sicillans who were accused by
the 2latrangas, and they were convicted A
pew trial was secured after persistent etiorts,
and it was to have vegun a few days after the
date of Heunesay's assassination. During the
investizations occasioned by the appliocation
for & new trial, the Chiet, It appears,
became convinced that the Witnesses on
the MNatranga side had perjured them-
eslves, and that the principal witness for
the defense had been assassinated by one of
the Matiranga gang. He also ottained from
Sicily ibhe record of the Matrangas, which
<ould have been very damaxing to their cage.
The police were assured by many Itailans thatb
it was to prevent Chief Hennessy from telling
what he knew about the Matrangas that he was
murdered.

*iatranea was deseribed as having been the
head of the areaded Matia, or Hioppaghera, So-
giety in New-OUrleans. There were aboub 20
leaders and 300 ignorant Sicilians in the society.
AMemleTs 0of the Provenzanos faction declared
that there were Matiag societies in San Francis-
co, St. Louis. Chicaygo, and New-York. The pur-
pose of the soelety is to further it= o¥n ends by
Aany nieans, assassination being tos favorite
method. Whenever a member is told to put a
cerinin man ~out of the way'” he 18 bound to
obey under penalty of death.

f
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The records of Judge Lynch’s court prob-

ably afford no parallel to this bloody busi-
ness in the city of New-Orleans. The

¢ Iynching of a pair of murderers or horse

thioves in the West or Southwest is not
an event of such uncommon occurrence as
to attract much attention. But the New-
Orleans mob shot to death eleven victims.
Two or three others upon whom it sought
to carry out its notions of jusiice could not
be found.

The diligence of the mob in doing its
work thoroughly and to the end was not,
howover, its most remarkable characteris-
tic. As was said by a New-Hampshire
clergyman who witnessed the sacking of
the office of a ‘‘Copperhead” newspaper at
Concord during the war of the rebellion, it
was ‘‘a very respectable mob.” Nor did its
leaders make any concealment of their
part in the undertaking. Mr. PARKERSON,
Mr. DEXEGRE, and Mr. WICELIFFE made
short exhortatory speeches. It was an-
nounced that Mr. HousToN would be
the ** First Lieutenant.” These are all well-
known citizens of Now-Orleans. A “com-
mittee” had procured rifles, pistols, and
shotguns. In broad daylight the an-

gry throng followed its leaders to the Par- |
ish Prison. Once inside the walls of the
prison, they shot down the crouching and '

shrieking Italians as they would have shot
down street curs.

The New-Orleans Cotton Exchange at
once adopted resolutions declaring that

| the action of the mob was ‘“ proper and '

justifiable.” How many citizens of the

| United States believe that ¢ There can be !

no doubt that the ptsof)le of New-Orleans

bLolieve it. The Stock Exchange and the |
Board of Trade adopted similar resolutions. |

The newspapers do not condemn the lynch-
ing, and some of them approve it. Evi-

| dently an immense preponderance of popu-

lar feeling in New-Orleans sustains the

{ lynchers. It is not probable that any of '

them will ever be punished. -

Nor can there be any doubt that the

mob’s victimg were desperate ruffians and
mn.rderer;’i‘hcse sneaking and cowardly
Sicilians,“the descendants of bandits and
assassins, who have transported to this
country the lawless passions, the cut-
throat practices, and the oath-bound so-
cieties of their mnative country, are
to us a pest withont mitiga-
tions. Our own rattlesnakes are as
good citizens as they/ Our own murderers
are men of feeling and mnobility compared
to them. These men of the Mafin killed
Chicf HENNESSY in circumstances of pe-
culiar atrocity. That assassination was a
menace to the peace and good order of ihe
city of Now-Orleans and to cvery one of its
inhabitants.

To these circumstances of unusual provo-
cation, there was added vhe astonishing
verdict of the jury acquitting most of the
indicted murderers, and disagreeing as to
the rest. The evidence had beon considered
.ample for conviction. Tho conclusion
that the jury had been corrupted
was irresistible. The acquitted men were
about to be set at liberty. The
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mmoamage of - Jusmce Would then have:
been complete and irremediable. Lymnoch
law was the only course open to the
people of New-Orleans to stay the issue
of a new license to the Mafia to continue
its bloody practices.

That was the justification of the mob, if
it had any justification. Orderly and law-
abiding persons will not pretend that the.
butchery of the Italians was either ‘‘justi-
fiable or proper.”” There is no room for
argument about that, for before the argu-
ment begins we must grant the postu-
late that our civiligation and our
patiently-constructed system of crim-
inal jurisprudence are failures. Yet
while every good citizen -will readily
assent to the proposition that this affair
is to Dbe deplored, it would be difficult to
find any one individual who would confess
that privately he deplores it very much.
That is because human nature, in some |
respects, has been but slightly modified
since the days of savagery by civilization I
and criminal jurisprudence, and ‘““respect
for the constable’s staff.”
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LIST OF THOSE MURDERED

Antonio Bagnetto, fruit peddler: Tried and acquitted.

James Caruso, stevedore: Not tried.

Loreto Comitis, tinsmith: Not tried.

Rocco Geraci, stevedore: Not tried.

Joseph P. Macheca, fruit importer: Tried and acquitted.

Antonio Marchesi, fruit peddler: Tried and acquitted.

Pietro Monasterio, cobbler: Mistrial.

Emmanuele Polizzi, street vendor: Mistrial.

Frank Romero, ward politician: Not tried.

Antonio Scaffidi, fruit peddler: Mistrial.

Charles Traina, rice plantation laborer: Noft tried.
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PRESENTATION OF AN OFFICIAL APOLOGY FOR THE 1891
LYNCHING BY MAYOR LaTOYA CANTRELL

APRIL 12, 2019

MR. SPEAKER: And I am just so proud to
stand here today and introduce our Mayor, our
cool Mayor, LaToya Cantrell. It's true.

MAYOR CANTRELL: Thank you. Thank you
so much. I appreciate this.

All these microphones are here, for a

good reason.

Well, good morning.

I have to acknowledge Michael Santo,
who, of course, is -- and the Order Sons and
Daughters of Italy.

Bishop Cheri, thank you for being here
with us. Our Honorable General Counsel of
Italy, thank you so much. You mentioned the
office is in Houston, but I said we need to
make sure we have something in New Orleans.

Frank Micelli, thank you.

And, of course, Vincenzo, for your work
on this.

And I also want to recognize our



10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

International Director of Intergovernmental
Affairs, Ms. Rosine Pama Sanga, who is in
the back. Please stand, Ms. Rosine. Thank
you. She's been very instrumental on this,
but as we, as a city, really embrace the
international fabric that is woven within
this city that has made New Orleans truly
who she is.

So I am absolutely here today in my
capacity as mayor of this city speaking for
the City of New Orleans in our entirety and
standing up for her and for all of her
people.

I am here as this issue, in my opinion,
is called for a formal apology.

On March 14th, 1891, 11 Italians were
made the victims of a lynch mob on the
streets right here in the City of
New Orleans.

The city government at that time
declined to seek justice for our people,
and, in fact, was implicated in the
violence. That's why I am here, and that's

why I am standing.
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This led to a rapture in Italian-
American relations, and it was a serious,
very serious, injustice.

It is my role to step up and wrangle
with the difficult parts of our shared
story, and to do so with honesty and with
seriousness.

What happened to those 11 Italians, it
was wrong, and the city owes them and their
descendants a formal apology. Again, that's
why I'm before you.

At this late date, we cannot give
justice, but we can be intentional and
deliberate about what we do going forward.

This attack was an act of
anti-immigrant violence. New Orleans is a
welcoming city, and I played a role in
creating that and passing that resolution
while serving on the New Orleans City
Council for six years.

And violence like this cannot be
tolerated. The Italian-American community
is not alone in their cries for justice. We

know that, as well.
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In our 300 history of the City of
New Orleans that we have accomplished really
so much, and we just came off of our 300th
anniversary commemorating it, but there
remains serious and dark chapters to our
shared story that remain untold and
unaccounted for. There are many
communities, ethnic and racial minorites,
communities of color, members of our LGBT
community that have never had their wrongs
done to them or their people addressed.
That's a fact, as well.

Some people didn't want me to make this
apology today. But if you know me, I'm
always going to have the courage to stand up
what -- what I know is the right thing to do
in spite of.

And some of that lead to well, will
this mayor then open up the flood gates,
right. Where does it stop? Who gets an
apology? Who doesn't?

So I'm here today because it's not just
about black and white; it's not just about

what happened then; it's about what we do
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and what we do next, because we have an
obligation, because I have a responsibility
to deal with what's in front of me and to
speak honestly about the challenges we face
and those that shape our history, and, more
importantly, our future.

In 128 years will we be proud of who we
are now in 128 years from now of what we're
doing right now? That's how I put things in
perspective. Because it is, in fact, about
moving forward.

In 128 years what will our
great-grandchildren say looking back on
New Orleans in the year of 2019? What will
they say?

We have a shared responsibility to make
them proud. I believe that. And I'm not
just a Mayor. I'm a mother. That means
something to me.

So with that, I want to make sure that
we work together and see that our city live
up to her reputation as being a welcoming
city, because talk is cheap, and I want to

demonstrate to you that I am not only your
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mayor, but I'm willing not only to talk it,
but I'm willing to walk it.

We reject anti-immigrant violence and
anti-immigrant rhetoric. We reject gun
violence, and the scapegoating of those who
are different. We embrace the stranger. We
embrace the foreigner. We embrace those who
come here seeking something better than what
they have left behind.

So I stand here with you today, and I
issue this formal apology for ugliness that
is 128 years old, and I ask you to continue
to stand with me against anti-immigrant
violence, against division, and to stand up
for what I've comb -- coined a city of yes.
And for the idea that we have a
responsibility to be inclusive, to be
intentional and to be the kind of people
that our children are not apologizing for
128 years from now. That's what this is
about. That's what this is about.

And I had the fortunate opportunity of
leading a delegation to Cuba last week, and

one of the things that stuck with me,



10

11

12

1.3

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

although there are many and I will share
with you at some other time, but what became
crystal clear that even 50 years ago, when
there was a campaign to ensure that literacy
was the priority of Cuba, 50 years ago that
nation, that community can stand today and
say they are 99.6 percent literate, well
above the United States of America, well
above the City of New Orleans, but that was
because of courage and leadership at the
time that stood up for the people of that
time and made an impact today.

So that's the type of mayor that I plan
to be, and I'm standing up to be for each
and every one of you, having the courage to
plant seeds today so that, again, in 128
years from now, that no one has to
apologize, not only for my actions, but
yours alike. We truly are in this together.

Thank you for that. Thank you for
that.

We cannot change history, but we can
acknowledge it and we can grow from it.

So I want to say thank you to our
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Italian-American community, who has made
New Orleans what she is today -- it's a
fact, it's a fact -- for your contributions
to the culture and economy, our landscape of
our city and, of course, our country, we
cannot deny that.

So on behalf of the citizens of
New Orleans, I will present a proclamation
to the Honorable Federico and the
Italian-American community at this time.

And no one forced me to stand up. I was
simply asked, and that is all it takes. 1If
you want something, say something, and be
willing to go the extra mile to make it
happen and just imagine what we can do for
our future.

I want to acknowledge our District
Attorney, who is with us, Leon Cannizzaro.
Thank you, sir. I didn't see you initially.
Yes. I didn't see you initially, sir, but I
know what you mean to this community and to
the Italian-American fabric of our
community.

So with this, Mr. Federico, I do not
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want to destroy your last name. You can
teach me because I'm willing to learn, but
if nothing else, I came in red and white,
and I said I'll be standing by the flag with
green to show you that I was intentional
about coming here, standing up and to
apologize on behalf of the City of
New Orleans.
MR. FEDERICO: Thank you so much.
Thank you.
MAYOR CANTRELL: Thank you.

MR. FEDERICO: Thank you.

* * * * *
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Whereas, on March 14, 1891, eleven Italian-Americans were murdered by a mob in the City of New Orleans over their alleged
invofvement in the death of the City's police chief; and

Whereas, historical accounts indicate that New Orfeans’ political leadership was complicit in these crimes; and’
Whereas, these crimes were committed during a time of rising anti-Italian sentiment; and

Whereas, no one has ever been indicted or prosecuted for perpetrating these crimes.

Therefore be it resolved that the City of New Orleans offers its deepest apologizes to the descendants of those victims, to the City's ""_*
Italian-American community; and 2%
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Therefore be it further resofved that the City of New Orleans hereby recognizes the Italian-American community’s numerous
contributions to the cultural and economic landscape of the City of New Orleans and to the entire country.
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Be it proclaimed that on this 12* day of Apnil of the year 2019,
I, LaToya Cantrell, Mayor of the City of New Orfeans, fereby present recognition for our

New Orleans Italian-American Community

In recognition of anti-immigrant sentiment of the past, and with hopes
for our city to be welcoming to all immigrant groups in the future.
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Mayor LaToya Cantrell
City of New Orleans
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City of New Orleans
Office of the Mayor

Certificate of Recognition

Whereas, on March 14, 1891, eleven Italian-Americans were murdered by a mob
in the City of New Orleans over their alleged involvement in the death of the City’s police
chief; and

Whereas historical accounts indicate that New Orleans’ political leadership was
complicit in these crimes; and

Whereas these crimes were committed during a time of rising anti-Italian
sentiment; and

Whereas no one has ever been indicted or prosecuted for perpetrating these
crimes.

Therefore, be it resolved that the City of New Orleans offers its deepest
apologizes to the descendants of those victims, to the City’s Italian-American community;
and

Therefore, be it further resolved that the City of New Orleans hereby recognizes
the lItalian-American community’s numerous contributions to the cultural and economic
landscape of the City of New Orleans and to the entire country.

Be it proclaimed that on this 12" day of April of the year 2019,

I, LaToya Cantrell, Mayor of the City of New Orleans, hereby present this recognition for out

NEW ORLEANS ITALIAN AMEICAN COMMUNITY

In recognition of anti-immigrant sentiment of the past, and with hopes

for our city to be welcoming to all immigrant groups in the future.

Mayor LaToya Cantrell
City of New Orleans
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No, You Don't Have
to Stop Apologizing

A little reframing of how we think about saying sorry is all it
takes.

(:) By Kristin Wong

April 22, 2019

At a parade last February, a woman standing next to me dropped her jacket in a
puddle and cursed.

“Sorry,” I said. She smiled and told me not to apologize, because it isn’t my fault.
But that’s not quite what I meant — I wasn’t taking responsibility. I was just
sorry she had a wet jacket.

As simple as they seem, apologies are a complicated part of language. There’s
been a push in recent years, especially among women, to apologize less. The
knee-jerk reaction to be polite undermines your confidence, critics say, and
underscores your own insecurity. But the language of apology isn’t quite this
simple.

When I asked Deborah Tannen, a professor of linguistics at Georgetown, why
some people apologize too much, she said apologizing is a natural part of our
language, and the idea of over-apologizing is subjective.

“I think the question should be, “Why do we stigmatize apologies?’” Dr. Tannen
said. Put simply, maybe apologizing isn’t as bad as we think.

By definition, an apology is an acknowledgment of offense or failure, but words
don’t always mean their dictionary definition: Context matters, Dr. Tannen said.
Words are defined in how they’re used and an apology is used in many different
ways, so it serves many different functions. Some apologiés are meant to repair a
relationship, like when you forget to pick up your friend at the airport. Some
Lof 5 anologies show resnect. like when vou submit a report to vour boss and it’s a*@#ip 1:13 AM
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relationship, like when you forget to pick up your friend at the airport. Some
apologies show respect, like when you submit a report to your boss and it’s a day
or two late. And some apologies are simply meant to smooth out a conversation,
Dr. Tannen added. Gender and culture influence the way we use apologies, and
sometimes what we say gets lost in translation.

“A typical thing for women is that people think they’re being overly
accommodating when they apologize, even if they’re not using the apology that
way,” Dr. Tannen said. Sounds like that's what the woman in the wet jacket was
thinking.

You have 4 free articles remaining.
Subscribe to The Times

Madeleine Burry, a freelance writer living in New York, tried an experiment
where she stopped apologizing for a week.

“I searched my inbox for the word, ‘Sorry, and it was a little horrifying,” Ms.
Burry said. She also downloaded a browser extension that warned her every
time she typed an apology. “It was like a verbal tic, like saying, ‘Um. It was
something I would reach for when I wasn’t really sure what to say.”

While the experiment helped her rethink her communication style, Ms. Burry
eventually found it unnecessarily taxing and deleted the browser extension.

“I get it. Maybe women apologize a lot,” she said. “But the counterpoint is, why
don’t men apologize more? Maybe we should stop thinking of apologizing as such
a bad thing.”

A series of studies found that women apologize more than men because they
report committing more offenses than men. “This finding suggests that men
apologize less frequently than women because they have a higher threshold for
what constitutes offensive behavior;” the study’s researchers concluded. “It takes
a more serious offense for men to think of an apology as deserved,” Karina

Schumann, one of the study’s researchers, said in an email. In another study, Dr.

20f5 4/28/19 1:13 AM
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Schumann, one of the study’s researchers, said in an email. In another study, Dr.
Schumann and her colleagues gave men and women various hypothetical
offenses to commit. Men rated the offenses as less severe and less deserving of
an apology than women. “These findings supported our suspicion that men
apologize less often because they are less likely to think they’ve offended
anyone,” Dr. Schumann said.

In other words, women — and surely frequent apologizers in general — seem to
be more empathic. If you value empathy, this finding isn’t necessarily bad news.
“I do believe that deliberately withholding all apologies, regardless of your
gender, would not be beneficial,” Dr. Schumann added.

Still, there are practical reasons you might want to curb an apology habit that
have nothing to do with your purported lack of confidence. In her book, “Talking
From 9 to 5,” Dr. Tannen writes about the problems women face when they
apologize, particularly in the workplace.

For example, apologetic language can get in the way of negotiating, which
requires assertiveness. Even if you feel confident when you apologize, others
may view it as weak. In that case, the apologetic language serves as a barrier
between you and your request.

“I do actually apologize less in emails, especially in a work context,” Ms. Burry
added about her default response to apologize in professional situations. “I give
my email a quick scan before I hit send and look for instances in which I'm
unnecessarily apologizing. I ask myself, ‘Is this performing a function or is it just
making the email longer than it needs to be?’”

There’s an added problem: Women can also face backlash when they don’t
apologize.

“Women are in a double bind. If we talk in a way that people think is self-effacing,
like apologizing a lot, or not talking up what we’re good at, or acting like we’re
better than everyone else, we’re underestimated at work,” Dr. Tannen said. “But

if you talk in a way that you’re confident, then you’re seen as too aggressive.”
3of 5 4/28/19 1:13 AM
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if you talk in a way that you’re confident, then you’re seen as too aggressive.”

The solution, Dr. Tannen said, is to find a balance between your own
communication style and how others may perceive that style.

“You’ll want to find a combination of what’s comfortable for you personally and
the effect of the way you’re speaking depending on the context,” she said. There
are a few ways to do this.

Ask yourself why you apologize. Instead of cutting out your apologies, pay
attention to how you feel when you apologize. Does apologizing make you feel
weak or insecure? Do you apologize because you crave the approval of
strangers? If so, then you may choose to apologize less to see how the habit
affects your self-esteem. Like me, you might feel reasonably confident when you
apologize. “Sorry” might simply be part of your politeness language, like saying,
“Excuse me.” Trying to apologize less might make you feel more undermined
than simply being yoursellf.

Observe your behavior. Especially in workplace situations, you might want to
note how your apologies come across to others, Dr. Tannen suggests. How do
people react? Do they seem to take more advantage if you’re overly apologetic?
In some cases, if you want to establish boundaries with a peer or colleague,
adjusting your language might be part of that. That’s not to say apologizing is
bad, but words are powerful, and you may need to pull back in some situations.
“So if you keep getting told don’t apologize it’s not your fault, you might say, ‘I'm
not apologizing because I think I did something wrong, I’'m apologizing out of
politeness,” Dr. Tannen said.

Know when an apology is in order. It feels good to not apologize. A study
published in The European Journal of Social Psychology found that people who
refused to apologize after a mistake felt more powerful and had higher
self-esteem than those who did not refuse. Refusing to apologize feels good, but
that doesn’t make it healthy. “If you’ve done something that has major negative
consequences for someone else, it’s important to acknowledge if you value the
health of the relationship,” Dr. Tannen said. A 2016 study identified six traits of an

effective anologv. You mist exnress regret. exnlain what went wrong. 4/28/19 1:13 AM
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health of the relationship,” Dr. Tannen said. A 2016 study identified six traits of an
effective apology. You must express regret, explain what went wrong,
acknowledge responsibility, declare repentance, offer a solution and request
forgiveness.

Meta-communicate. Dr. Tannen also recommended communicating about your
communication style. If a friend approaches you about apologizing too much, you
could tell her that you don’t apologize to self-deprecate, but rather out of courtesy
or politeness. Dr. Tannen suggested something like, “You know, I do say ‘I’'m
sorry’ alot, but I'm not putting myself down. It just means I want to acknowledge
the effect of what I did or what happened to you.”

If apologizing out of politeness makes you feel bad about yourself, you should feel
perfectly O.K. with biting your tongue, too. Again, the solution is simply to
understand your personal communication style while still being aware of how
others may perceive it.

But even apologizing out of politeness can serve a purpose.

“Asking people to stop apologizing is like asking them to stop saying hello and
goodbye,” Dr. Tannen said. “Those Kinds of automatic courtesies are what make
it possible to live together.”

A version of this article appears in print on April 22, 2019, on Page B6 of the New York edition with the headline: You Don't Have to Stop
Saying You're Sorry

4/28/19 1:13 AM
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Io Our Readers, From the
Publisher and Executive Editor

Nov. 13, 2016

When the biggest political story of the year reached a dramatic and unexpected
climax late Tuesday night, our newsroom turned on a dime and did what it has
done for nearly two years — cover the 2016 election with agility and creativity.

After such an erratic and unpredictable election there are inevitable questions:
Did Donald Trump’s sheer unconventionality lead us and other news outlets to
underestimate his support among American voters? What forces and strains in
America drove this divisive election and outcome? Most important, how will a
president who remains a largely enigmatic figure actually govern when he takes
office?

As we reflect on the momentous result, and the months of reporting and polling
that preceded it, we aim to rededicate ourselves to the fundamental mission of
Times journalism. That is to report America and the world honestly, without fear
or favor, striving always to understand and reflect all political perspectives and
life experiences in the stories that we bring to you. It is also to hold power to
account, impartially and unflinchingly. You can rely on The New York Times to
bring the same fairness, the same level of scrutiny, the same independence to our
coverage of the new president and his team.

We cannot deliver the independent, original journalism for which we are known
without the loyalty of our readers. We want to take this opportunity, on behalf of
all Times journalists, to thank you for that loyalty.

Sincerely,
Arthur Sulzberger Jr., publisher

Dean Baquet, executive editor

1 of 1 4/28/19 1:18 AM
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